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Chapter 1 – The March
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I almost didn’t go.

I’d seen the flyers plastered all over campus (hot-pink posters screaming “Take Back the Night: No More Silence”) and figured it would be a sea of angry women who’d spot me as an outsider in two seconds flat and tear me apart.

But the group chat with my roommates had turned into a dare: “Bet you won’t last ten minutes before they eat you alive, Alex.”

So I threw on jeans and a plain black tee (nothing that screamed “fragile male ego”) and told myself I’d just observe from the edges.

That plan lasted exactly thirty seconds after I hit the staging area downtown.

The street was already packed shoulder-to-shoulder with women of every age, shape, and volume setting.

Signs bobbed overhead like a forest of middle fingers aimed at the sky: “My Body, My Choice,” “Keep Your Laws Off My Pussy,” “Nevertheless She Persisted.”

Someone had a bullhorn-amplified drums going, and the bass line thumped straight into my balls. The air smelled like summer sweat, sunscreen, weed, and something sweeter (girl skin warmed by adrenaline).

Then I saw her.

She was impossible to miss: tall, maybe five-ten in chunky combat boots, legs for days wrapped in torn fishnet that disappeared under denim shorts so small they were basically a suggestion.

Her black cropped tank clung to her like it had been painted on, riding up every time she raised her arms so I kept getting flashes of smooth underboob.

And those tits (Jesus Christ). Full, high, obviously braless, bouncing in time with the chant. Silver bars glinted through the thin fabric over each nipple when the sun hit just right.

Her hair was a short, messy black pixie cut, half her head shaved, the rest falling into her eyes. A streak of glitter war paint slashed across one cheekbone.

She was screaming the chant louder than anyone, fists pumping, hips rolling like she was fucking the air itself.

I was already half-hard and I hadn’t even spoken to her yet.

The crowd surged forward and I let it carry me until I was only one row behind her.

Every time we jumped for “What do we want?” her ass brushed my crotch. Once. Twice. The third time she definitely felt me, because she threw a look over her shoulder that could’ve melted steel.

Green eyes. Smudged black liner. A smirk that said she knew exactly what part of me was saluting her.

The next chant cycle of the chant, she dropped back half a step on purpose. Her shoulder blades hit my chest.

The back of her head tucked under my chin. She smelled like vanilla body spray, sweat, and something darker between her thighs that the breeze kept teasing me with.

My hands hovered uselessly at my sides until she reached back, grabbed my left wrist, and slapped my palm against her bare midriff like it belonged there.

“Hold on, pretty boy,” she yelled over the noise
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