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Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?
Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.
Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?
As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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USA Today Bestselling author, W.J. May, steps into the world of Science Fiction with her addictive fast-paced, action-packed storytelling style.

The less you fear, the more power you will have...

Evrion teeters on the brink of anarchy as Amber flees the homeland she has only just gotten to know. Hidden away in yet another unfamiliar room, lying awake in a strange bed, she grapples with the harsh reality of the life she has chosen. She is lightyears away from Evrion, unable to stand with the people who have looked to her family as a guiding light for years.

With her back to the wall, Amber dives headlong into her search for the ultimate truth. Her past, her present, her future—it all comes down to this. Amber knows that the life she longs for cannot be lived in shadow. 

It is time to bring everything out into the light. 
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THE EVACUATION FLIGHT to Talyadian airspace was tense, steeped in thick, stony silence. Conscious of Colvin’s presence less than ten feet away, I focused my blurry, exhausted gaze out the window at the grand castle whose spires pierced a mosaic of clouds. Compared to the one in Evrion, Talyad’s palace seemed almost extravagantly luxurious. 

I stared at it from above and found myself understanding why everyone wanted me to marry Theo. Or maybe they wanted him to marry me. 

The people of Talyad were at peace, untouched by the war raging lightyears away. There was no way my parents could have known at the time, but the match they had arranged for me appeared to be a particularly advantageous one. I shuddered just thinking about how slim our options would have been if we hadn’t been able to flee to another kingdom. 

Not just another kingdom; another world. For the second time in a matter of months, I’d gotten into a literal spaceship and flown to a totally different planet. I kept telling myself that eventually stuff like that would start to seem normal—but it hadn’t happened yet. 

Our transport touched down fast, and just as quickly, Colvin was on his feet. He waited for me to stand, and as I rose, our eyes locked for a brief second. I stared into his face, trying to glean something, anything, from his expression. But it was clear he’d locked me out. And I didn’t have time to pry that door back open. 

The palace had sent a whole contingent of security to meet us at the airfield. Stepping off the ship was like stepping into a brick wall made of people, all impeccably dressed, stern-faced, and highly concerned for my safety. They, too, locked eyes with Colvin, and I saw a signal pass between them. Then the Talyadian forces closed in around us and whisked us off to a car that was one in a long line of identical vehicles. 

Decoys, I thought numbly. In case someone tries to kill me. 

Colvin sat beside me in the backseat. He looked straight ahead in such a way that I couldn’t help feeling like he was avoiding any risk of eye contact. It was funny, in a tragic, crushing way, that something so small could make me feel more alone than ever. I sighed softly, mirroring his posture. 

Nobody really spoke to us—not on the way to the castle, and not once we’d gotten inside. Even Colvin kind of got caught up in the rush as they funneled us along through a gauntlet of stone-faced guards who were armed to the teeth and ready for anything. I realized, gazing out at a world so substantially closed in, that they were prepared for the worst-case scenario, which meant I should be too. 

And I made a valiant effort to get in the right adrenaline-fueled, fight-or-flight headspace, the one that would hone my focus down so narrow I wouldn’t be tempted to think of other things. But my emotions refused to be bottled, and by the time we were shown into our guest quarters, I was hardly holding it together. I glanced over my shoulder as the doors closed at our backs. 

More soldiers lined the hallway. Would I ever be alone again? Would Colvin and I ever be alone together?

I didn’t want to think about it. In fact, I didn’t want to consider anything at all. The large, arched windows had been covered over with thick drapes, and I crossed to one of the sills, drawing an edge back in order to peek out at our surroundings. 

“Be careful,” Colvin warned. Just those two words were music to my ears after hours of solemn quiet.

I turned slightly toward him. “What?” 

He nodded to the sliver of light slanting through the exposed glass. “You never know who could be watching. We’re supposed to be hidden here.” 

I pressed my lips together and let the curtain drop back into place. “Right.” In the room, the shadows were cool and muted—funereal, almost. The two of us were trapped in a liminal space, suspended between reality and a dystopian void. Exhausted, I sank down on the edge of the mattress. 

“Do you think Daria’s coming?” The question was hypothetical on the surface; of course Daria was coming. No way in hell would the royal chief of security leave any member of the court unattended in foreign lands, much less the crown princess. If she wasn’t on her way, she would be shortly. 

“She’ll be here,” Colvin confirmed quietly. His tone betrayed none of his thoughts.

I grinned humorlessly. “That’s what I’m afraid of.” It came out sounding like a dry joke, but I meant it more than I wanted to admit. I was afraid of confronting Daria and having to face the sharp edge of my choices. In my heart, I knew she should never have found out the truth from a gang of shouting rebels. What if that had been me, finding out about Stas?

The truth was, Daria had brought me home believing I could make a difference. And I had betrayed her. 

I swallowed hard, tears gathering at the corners of my eyes. On the other side of the chamber, Colvin had his eyes on the closed door. I clenched my teeth, holding in the deep well of sorrow threatening to spill over. He didn’t need to know how miserable I was, how much I was hurting. I had enough pride not to break down while he could still see me. 

He cleared his throat. “Get some rest.” A pause. “I’ll be right outside.” With that, he opened the door just wide enough to step across the threshold and out of my line of sight. 

“Okay.” The word was hardly more than a whisper, and my voice cracked on the single syllable. I kept my composure as long as it took for the door to ease shut, and then I fell forward on to the bedspread, burying my face in one of the lush pillows. The tears finally flowed so hard and fast that I thought I might suffocate—or puke. It was like losing Stas all over again. Like that first morning waking up an emotional orphan.

I rode out the storm as unobtrusively as I could. When it passed, I lay curled on the quilt, hugging a pillow to my chest and feeling like I’d just run ten marathons back-to-back. My eyes and throat burned from crying, my lungs ached. Even my ribs were sore. I took a deep breath, held it, let it out. One last sob leapt from my throat. I clamped a hand over my mouth.

“That’s enough,” I said out loud, hoping to speak stability into existence. My voice was a hoarse, uninspiring croak. Releasing the pillow, I pulled myself up into a sitting position, finger-combing the worst of the tangles from my hair. If only Theo and his people could see me now—puffy eyed and suffering, shakily pouring a glass of water from the crystal carafe by the bed. 

They would annul the engagement faster than either Theo or I could say, “I don’t.” 

I laughed emptily. Never had I imagined that the plummet from grace would be so fast or so far. That shining hope I’d felt on Mount Despair, holding the ancient sword in my hands for the first time, was all but snuffed out as the cool water hit my raw throat. From the outside in, it would be hard as heck to convince anyone that the last Cavelon wasn’t a fraud at worst, or at best, totally ill-suited for the job. 

I sat back against the headboard, resting the glass in my lap and staring blankly at the quilt under my legs. Maybe it was time to admit my failures, call this whole thing a wash and catch the next flight back to Earth. I had tried. I’d done my best. And it obviously wasn’t good enough. 

But despite the depths of my misery, a tiny spark remained that wasn’t ready to give up. Though the voice had dimmed to a barely audible murmur, it still urged me to get back on my feet and fight with every last ounce of strength in my body. The fact that House Cavelon had fallen on hard times was no secret. I’d come into power at a very uncertain time.

And yet, this little, undaunted sliver of my spirit felt beholden to the memories lost to magic and time. I was a Cavelon, after all. Did I not owe it to my family, to my bloodline, to my people, to fight for all I was worth? Evrion was rooted deeply in my soul, whether I liked it or not. It would have been astoundingly naïve to assume I’d be able to leave it behind. 

As my sadness gave way to overwhelming fatigue, a thought followed me all the way down into the soft blackness of sleep. 

You can’t run from who you are.  
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AT FIRST, I DIDN’T know where I was—or even who I was. Shadowy silhouettes swirled around me, the darkness pierced by the sound of voices. A man and a woman, not too far away, talking together and sharing a laugh. I crouched in the dark, listening without hearing words, comforted by the familiarity in their tones. 

Suddenly, a cohesive phrase leapt from the quiet murmur of conversation. “Well, don’t keep her waiting, darling. You know how antsy she can get.” 

The man laughed. “Oh, I’m just waiting for her to come bursting out of nowhere, asking why I’m taking so long.” 

His response made me smile automatically. That had to be my father; there was no mistaking his warmth. Part of me wished I wasn’t so enshrouded in shadows so I could see his face. But another part was strangely, guiltily grateful for the anonymity. 

It didn’t last long. I heard him walking slowly across the floor on the opposite side of what must have been a door. “Amber,” he called. “Where are you?” The lilting, singsong quality of his words left a haunting impression on my mind. I fought the inexplicable urge to throw the door open. 

My father’s footsteps drew gradually closer. He was invisible in the dark, until a shocking burst of light enveloped and blinded me. I shielded my eyes. When I finally opened them, I was looking up into a face I couldn’t quite make out. His features were obscured by the brilliance illuminating him from behind, as if he were positioned directly in front of the sun. 

“There you are!” Though his face remained a blank canvas, nothing hid his smile. “Looks like I finally found you, didn’t I?”

“Uh huh. And now it’s my turn!” I didn’t recognize the high, girlish voice that emerged from my lips. My mind raced. How old am I? Three? Four? 

“It certainly is,” my father said. “Cover your eyes and count to ten. I won’t make this round easy for you.”

Bowing my head, I placed hands that felt far too small across my eyes. “One...two...three...” I could only assume my father was hurrying away in search of a hiding spot that might appease a toddler. Not too obvious, not too difficult. A happy middle ground.

But after I spoke the word “Ten!” aloud and uncovered my eyes, he was gone, and not just out of sight. The empty loneliness was palpable, as if he had, in fact, never existed at all. I reached out a hand and pushed through the wall of shadow into the world beyond. It was lit in shades of solemn, austere grey. 

“...Dad?” My voice was my own again, my body the right size. I glanced around. A path stretched out in front of me as far into the distance as I could see. The further it got, the more it branched off into innumerable ends. What waited down those paths, it was impossible to know. But I couldn’t just stand there and do nothing. 

I had to find my father.

“Dad!” The word echoed hollowly down the passage I followed, eliciting no response. The tall, broad-shouldered, blond man I recalled only vaguely was nowhere to be seen. Anxious for at least a clue to his location, I picked up the pace into a slow jog, my eyes and ears open. Moving through the silence was like swimming in an invisible ocean.

Then I turned a corner and saw him standing at the end of a long, narrow corridor. He was very, very still, in a way that made my blood run inexplicably cold. 

“Dad?” I said for a third time, soft and uncertain. He still didn’t answer. 

Despite the fact that every fiber in my body warned me not to approach, I made my way toward him. He didn’t budge an inch; I wondered if he was even breathing. Maybe I’d come around to his front and see that he’d been a statue all this time—or a corpse. I stifled a shudder. 

“Ambrose.” 

I almost didn’t catch it as he whispered my name. It traveled across the space between us and struck me right in the chest, burrowing toward my heart. I stopped in my tracks, wide-eyed. 

“What is it?” I asked, unsure whether or not I really wanted a reply. 

His head began to pivot on his neck until one eye watched me from the side. “Turn around,” my father told me. “Turn around and run.” 

I gasped myself awake in the bed, both hands clenched into fists around the bedspread. My skin was cold and clammy; I could tell I’d been sweating in my sleep. Brushing a cold, damp strand of hair out of my face, I took a shaky breath. 

Turn around and run. 

“What the heck was that about?” My hands trembled. I drew my legs in tight against my body. In the wake of the eerie dream, the room around me felt enormous, much too big for one person. 

And as always, I was alone. The only constant in my life was that thick, oppressive silence. It was becoming my only friend. 

If I let it, the sadness would weigh me down until I couldn’t move. In defiance, I threw back the blankets and swung my feet down onto the floor. The polished wood was cold on my skin, refreshingly so. I sat there for a moment, feet on the ground, reestablishing a connection with reality. 

Then I lifted my gaze toward the door. It seemed safe to assume Colvin was still on the other side, exactly as he said he’d be. I thought I could almost sense his presence in the hall. Angry, perhaps. Definitely disappointed. But unwavering in his loyalty, no matter what hardships we went through together. 

Even the act of thinking about Colvin made my heart ache. The isolation gnawed at me with each passing minute. I was being devoured alive by shame, regret, misery. There was only so much abject wallowing one human being could take. 

I needed companionship, to connect with someone else. And I desperately wanted that someone else to be Colvin. He was there outside the door, less than thirty feet away. What did I have to lose?

I got up from the bed and walked across the room. With my ear against the door, I listened. Then I knocked gently on my side. “Colvin?” I paused. “Are you there?” Another pause. “Please, can we talk? I don’t want to be by myself in here anymore.” 

He didn’t reply right away; I hardly expected him to. Resting my back against the solid wood frame, I slid down until I was sitting on the floor, arms on my knees, waiting for Colvin to say something back.
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