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29 Broadway

This general-use office building, built in 1931, is an Art Deco masterpiece that rivals the Empire State Building and the Chrysler Building. Much of the designs and accoutrements are still in place, giving it a never-ending feeling of forwardness and optimism. The man is crouching at one of the most historical spots in New York City, Bowling Green, where the Dutch originally settled in New York. They built a fort here and declared it “New Amsterdam.”

As the city grew, this site became the first public park in 1733. More importantly, it was a public meeting place, particularly during the American Revolution. In fact, in 1776, after the Declaration of Independence was read to Washington’s troops at nearby City Hall Park, Revolutionaries came down to Bowling Green and toppled the statue of King George III. Pieces of the lead statue were said to have been made into bullets to fight the British. The fence, which was installed here in 1771, is original. After Revolutionaries went after King George’s head, they hacked off the fence’s finials. Saw marks are still visible.

To the left of 29 Broadway is the Cunard Line Building. This was the famed British ship liner’s New York headquarters until 1968. The first-floor lobby depicts fantastical travel scenes in its Great Hall.

To the right of the park is the Standard Oil building, at 26 Broadway. On this site once stood the house of Alexander Hamilton, the first U.S. Secretary of the Treasury.
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191 Greenwich—World Trade Center District

Of course, the terrible destruction of the World Trade Center on 9/11 and the erection of a new tower have completely transformed this area. But few people know this was once a bustling neighborhood for immigrants, with Syrian shops and brownstones dotting the streets. It was also known as the “radio district.” The shops grew out of the burgeoning hobby in the 1920s.
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The Wm. Infeld haberdashery, a men’s clothing store, was established in 1885. Signs in the shape of their wares, like this shirt, were common in the 19th and early 20th centuries. Many immigrants didn’t speak English, and the signs helped direct customers.




193 Greenwich Street—World Trade Center District

These photos provide a different angle of the same area near 191 Greenwich Street. A hodgepodge of goods for sale included gardening supplies, fishing tackle, and bar supplies—one cheery sign even proclaimed, “Canaries one flight up.” The elevated train, once a loud, powerful presence in the neighborhood, is gone.
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2 White Street—The Gideon Tucker House
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Even in eclectic Tribeca, this Federal Style house sticks out from the crowd. Gideon Tucker was a city alderman and owner of a plaster factory located on the same lot. He built the brick and wood house for his family in 1809. A multitude of shops and businesses have been here over the centuries, including a barber shop, restaurant, and cigar store. Around the time of the Civil War, the basement housed a dance hall called Shadow City. Federal Style houses were commonplace in Manhattan until the mid-20th century, but a few remain. Fortunately, the Gideon Tucker House has been granted New York City landmark status.




363–367 Greenwich—Street Hotel Bar Butter

Though the company moved out decades ago, Hotel Bar Butter, which was founded in 1885, is still a popular brand in the Northeast. This building and the surrounding area are part of the now-named Tribeca (aka Triangle below Canal Street). For many years, this neighborhood was a warehouse district specializing in the wholesale food business. Today, the neighborhood is considered the best-preserved collection of 19th-century warehouse architecture in the world. Many of the warehouses have been renovated into multimillion-dollar loft apartments.
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355–359 Greenwich Street
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This former warehouse, built in 1891, housed several food wholesalers. Tenants included a salt lick manufacturer for livestock. Another, the Zenith Butter & Egg Company, made national news in 1909 after a shipment of eggs from the Midwest arrived partly hatched. Sadly, none of the chicks survived the journey. Even today, faint signs of companies like A. Bernholz & Sons can be seen on the second and third floors.




13 Doyers Street—Nom Wah Tea Parlor

First opened in 1920, Nom Wah Tea Parlor is not only the first but the oldest dim sum restaurant in New York City. Located in Chinatown, they are still serving “little meals” of dumplings, buns, and cakes. Incredibly, the restaurant has changed ownership only once. The Tang family has been running it for decades.
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The interior still holds much of its original charm, with booths and tables looking like they’re straight out of an Edward Hopper painting or film noir.
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17 Pell Street—Ting’s Gift Shop
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Ting’s has been here since 1957 and is one of the oldest businesses in Chinatown. Generations of tourists have bought unusual trinkets at this little corner gift shop. In 1958, some of the “merchandise” was serious contraband, as police found 10 pounds of heroin in a raid. According to Life magazine, the place was allegedly a drug-supply point in New York City. The New York Daily News reported that customers would give a code word and then ask for a small novelty pillow which would have heroin hidden inside.




19 Pell Street—Mon Hing Co.

At the time this tax photo was taken, 19 Pell (directly across the street from Ting’s) was a local restaurant supply company. However, in the early 20th century, the apartments above housed quite a few unsavory characters. More than a few were suspected Chinese gang members, and at least one murder occurred right outside this address. A gang war left seven injured here in 1917. Today, the only clipping going on here is in the first-floor barber shop.
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Look carefully on the side of 19 Pell Street, just above the corner. The street sign nailed to the outside can be seen in both the then-and-now photos.


[image: chpt_fig_016.jpg]



[image: chpt_fig_017.jpg]





9 Doyers Street

Together, Doyers and Pell streets have one of the most notorious histories in New York City. You might not believe it now, given today’s relaxed and cordial atmosphere, but during the 19th century and part of the 20th, this spot was known as the “Bloody Angle” and “Manhattan’s Murder Capital.”
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Warring gangsters, mostly Chinese gangs, used the crooked road to ambush their rivals. Assailants took advantage of a blind spot to shoot or stab their victims, then escape through a nearby passageway. That passage is still there, though it’s now a drab strip mall catering mostly to medical offices. 9 Doyers may have also once been an opium den.

Next door to 9 Doyers Street is the Rescue Society’s Midnight Mission, a religious aid society for the homeless. For decades, the place housed a Chinese theater attended by both locals and tourists. In 1895, the owner was arrested for holding shows on Sunday. The police commissioner sided with the theater owner, stating he was being persecuted, and dropped the charges. That commissioner: future President Theodore Roosevelt. Today, the spot is a hip speakeasy-type cocktail bar.




238 South Street—Lunch Room

Located directly across the street from the East River, just under the Manhattan Bridge, this no-frills joint most likely catered to longshoremen and laborers. Just a stone’s throw from South Street Seaport, the area was full of wharves and warehouses. Ships imported and exported goods and materials from around the world. In many ways, this small part of Manhattan led to the explosive growth of New York City and the rest of the United States in the 19th and early 20th centuries.
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205 East Houston Street—Katz’s Delicatessen
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Opened on the Lower East Side in 1917, Katz’s is one of the best-known delis in New York City, if not the world. One particular menu favorite is their pastrami on rye. They sometimes take 30 days just to cure the meat.

Katz’s interior looks pretty much the same as when the tax photo was taken. The large cafeteria-style room has an
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137 East Houston Street—Yonah Schimmel Knish Bakery & Restaurant
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154 Stanton Street—Louis Zuflacht Building
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105–107 Ludlow Street
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88 Rivington Street
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146–150 Orchard Street
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149–157 Orchard Street
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179 East Houston Street—Russ & Daughters
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7–8 Chatham Square
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333 Bowery—
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104–106 Bowery
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219 Bowery



[image: chpt_fig_042.jpg]



[image: chpt_fig_043.jpg]





276–278 Bowery
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59 Grove Street—Marie’s Crisis



[image: chpt_fig_047.jpg]



[image: chpt_fig_048.jpg]






57 Grove Street—Arthur’s Tavern
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110 7th Avenue South—Village Cigars
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51–53 Christopher Street—The Stonewall Inn
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15 East 7th Street—McSorley’s Ole Ale House
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46 East 14th StreetȄOhrbach’s






40 East 14th Street—Kitty Kelly Shoes





42 East 14th Street—Child’s Restaurant






72 West 36th Street—Keen’s Steakhouse
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46 West 36th Street & 58 West 36th Street—Lone Brownstones
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151 West 34th Street—Macy’s
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203 East 29th Street—Wooden House and Brick Carriage House
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149 East 22nd Street—Gramercy Park
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Swing Street—52nd Street
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62 West 52nd Street—Onyx Club









66 West 52nd Street—Famous Door
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21 West 52nd Street—21 Club
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33 West 52nd Street—Leon and Eddie’s
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11 West 53rd Street—Museum of Modern Art
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1462–1470 Broadway—Knickerbocker Hotel
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147 East 41st Street—Jack Doyle’s Billiard Academy



[image: chpt_fig_084.jpg]






214 West 42nd Street—New Amsterdam Theatre
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1514–30 Broadway—Bond International Casino
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200 West 47th Street—Patrick Duffy Square
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149 West 45th Street—Lyceum Theater
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245 West 44th Street—Majestic Theater
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234 West 44th Street—Sardi’s
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228 West 52nd Street—Gallagher’s Steakhouse
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224–228 West 47th Street—Hotel Edison
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226 West 46th Street—Richard Rodgers Theatre
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1697 Broadway—Ed Sullivan Theater
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202 West 49th Street—Phil Kronfeld
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915 Third Avenue—P. J. Clarke’s
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253 West 125th Street—Apollo Theater
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Start Your Own Search
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Ready to browse the New York City Tax Photographs for yourself? Head to https://www.nyc.gov/site/records/about/municipal-archives.page. Please note: Researchers at the archives are also happy to help with locating errant photographs and answering general questions about the archive.


A few things to keep in mind: The website takes some time getting used to, for the numbering and category system of the tax photographs wasn’t made for 21st-century web browsing. For decades, the photos were on microfiche reels meant to be used with a very different ordering system.


There is also a computer programmer and amateur genealogist Stephen P. Morse who took it upon himself to create a streamlined method of pulling up individual buildings from the archive. His website is https://stevemorse.org/vital/nyctaxphotos.html. Thanks, Steve!







Buying Prints or Digital Files

All the tax images on the municipal website are watermarked and are not at their highest resolution due to rights restrictions. You can purchase a hi-res image or even one printed on high-quality photographic paper by ordering directly from the Municipal Archives. There is a fee attached.





Photo Credits

Page 31: Jeremiah Moss


Page 37: Michael del Castillo


Page 71: Shubert Archive


Page 75: Daniel Krieger


Page 80: Wikimedia Commons
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