
        
            [image: cover]
        

    
How We Met: Sita Describing Her Marriage to
Rama

Krishna’s Mercy

Published by Krishna’s Mercy at
Smashwords

Copyright 2010 Krishna’s Mercy

http://www.krishnasmercy.org

Smashwords Edition, License Notes

Thank you for downloading this free ebook.
You are welcome to share it with your friends. This book may be
reproduced, copied and distributed for non-commercial purposes,
provided the book remains in its complete original form. If you
enjoyed this book, please return to Smashwords.com to discover
other works by this author. Thank you for your support.







Table of Contents






Introduction

Chapter 1 - Wanting to Hear

Chapter 2 - Bringing God to the
Family

Chapter 3 - Finding Gold

Chapter 4 - A Good Mother

Chapter 5 - A Suitable Husband

Chapter 6 - A Match Made In Heaven

Chapter 7 - Praiseworthy

Chapter 8 - My Loss Becomes My Gain

Chapter 9 - The Power of God

Chapter 10 - Matchmaker

Chapter 11 - The Descending Process

Chapter 12 - Two for One

Chapter 13 - Making the Most


Introduction






Anasuya, the wife of the famous sage Atri,
had the wonderful opportunity to host Sita Devi and her husband
Lord Rama at her hermitage many thousands of years ago. For those
familiar with Vedic traditions, Sita and Rama are known as two of
the most celebrated divine figures, individuals worthy of eternal
love, adoration, and respect. Yet for even those who are not
acquainted with the events of the Ramayana, the incident of Sita
and Anasuya’s meeting provides great insight into the innumerable
issues, concerns, and worries that come up in this grand journey
known as life. Though Anasuya was well-aware of the unique nature
in which Sita and Rama’s marriage was arranged, she still made the
most of the opportunity presented to her by asking Sita to give her
own accounts of the marriage. How We Met consists of
thirteen essays discussing the different verses found in the
Ramayana of Valmiki that constituted Sita’s response to Anasuya.
The essays cover a wide range of topics including marriage,
romance, parenting, spirituality, the meaning of life,
knowledge-acquiring processes, and most importantly, how one can go
about achieving the highest transcendental pleasure, both in this
life and the next. These essays were independently composed, thus
each one provides sufficient background information pertaining to
the specific verse in question. The chapters need not be read
sequentially, though the ordering of the book matches the sequence
of Sita’s statements to Anasuya. Our humble obeisances are offered
to all the Vaishnavas, past, present, and future, and to all those
who have been kind enough to peruse this work, which is a meager
attempt to associate with the divine couple, Sita Devi and Shri
Rama.

--Krishna’s Mercy

Excerpt from Valmiki Ramayana, Ayodhya-kanda,
Ch. 118, conversation between female sage Anasuya and Sita Devi

“I have heard, O Sita, that your hand in
marriage was won by the renowned Raghava on the occasion of the
self-choice ceremony [svayamvara]. O Maithili, I wish to hear that
story in detail. Therefore please narrate to me the entire sequence
of events as you experienced them.” (118.24-25)

“Thus addressed by the pious lady, Sita
said to her, ‘Please hear me’, and then began to narrate the story
of her marriage.” (118.26)

“There was a chivalrous King of Mithila
named Janaka, who was aware of the principles of religion. He was
following the prescribed duties of a kshatriya and properly ruling
the world.” (118.27)

“While he was tilling a field with a plow
in his hand, it is said that I, the daughter of that king, arose
from underneath the earth’s surface.” (118.28)

“Janaka, who was engaged in throwing
fistfuls of dirt to level the ground, became surprised upon seeing
me, whose entire body was covered with dust.” (118.29)

“Since he was childless, and due to
affection for me, he placed me on his lap and said, “This is my
child.” Thus he developed feelings of love and affection for me.”
(118.30)

“Then a voice, sounding like a human
being, was heard from the sky which said, ‘O king, this child is
rightfully your daughter.’” (118.31)

“Thereupon my father, the righteous King
of Mithila, was greatly pleased. Obtaining me as his daughter, that
ruler of men felt highly blessed and fortunate.” (118. 32)

“I was then placed under the care of the
chief queen, the pious Sunayana. That highly-esteemed lady raised
me with the love and affection of a mother.” (118.33)

“After seeing that I had reached an age
suitable for giving me away to a proper husband in marriage, my
father became overcome with fear and anxiety, like a man who was
about to become poor.” (118.34)

“Even if a father be like Indra himself on
this earth, he obtains ill treatment from the people in general,
both subordinates and superiors, if he keeps his daughter
unmarried.” (118.35)

“Realizing that this precarious situation
was not too far off, the king became lost in an ocean of anxiety
and could not cross it, like one who has no raft.” (118.
36)

“Knowing me to be one not born of any
mother's womb, the king, after great thought, was unable to find a
suitable husband for me.” (118.37)

“After reflecting thus, this thought
occurred to the wise king, 'I shall hold a svayamvara [self-choice
ceremony] for my daughter’s marriage. ’” (118. 38)

“At the time of a great sacrifice
performed by Daksha, with affection the very intelligent Varuna
gave Devarata an illustrious bow along with quivers which would
never run out of arrows.” (118.39)

“Incapable of being moved on account of
its weight, the kings could not even dream of bending the bow.”
(118.40)

“Having obtained the bow, my truthful
father first invited all the princes of the world to an assembly of
great rulers of men, and spoke to them as such.” (118.41)

“‘Whichever man is capable of lifting and
stringing this bow will receive my daughter's hand in marriage. Of
this there is no doubt.’” (118.42)

“Seeing that greatest of bows, which had
the weight of a mountain, the kings offered their respects to it
but then left on account of being unable to lift it.”
(118.43)

“After a long time, this Rama, the highly
effulgent descendant of the Raghu dynasty, having truth for His
prowess, arrived along with His younger brother Lakshmana and the
sage Vishvamitra to see the sacrifice.” (118. 44)

“Having been well-received by my righteous
father, Vishvamitra spoke to him as follows regarding the two
brothers, Rama and Lakshmana, both descendants of the Raghu
dynasty.” (118.45)

“‘These two sons of Dasharatha would like
to see the bow. Please show that divine bow to Prince Rama.’”
(118.46)

“Hearing the words of the vipra, my father
brought the bow forward. Bending the bow in the twinkling of an eye
and applying string to it, the mighty prince Rama, who was full of
valor, quickly drew the bow at full length.” (118.47-48)

“As Rama drew the bow back fully, the
force He applied caused the bow to break in half. The sound that
resulted was as fierce and frightening as that of a falling
thunderbolt.” (118.49)

“Thereafter, my father, who was truthful
to his promise, taking a jar of pure water and lifting it up,
prepared to give me away to Rama.” (118. 50)

“Though being offered to Rama, I was not
accepted by Him at the time, for He did not know the opinion of His
father Dasharatha, the King of Ayodhya.” (118.51)

“Thereupon, after inviting my
father-in-law, the elderly King Dasharatha, to Mithila and
receiving his approval, my father gave me away to Rama, the knower
of the self.” (118. 52)

“And my father personally gave to
Lakshmana for his wife my younger sister, the beautiful and chaste
Urmila.” (118.53)

“Thus I was given to Rama at the time of
the svayamvara [self-choice ceremony]. And ever since then, I have
been devoted to my beloved husband, the foremost of those
possessing strength.” (118.54)


Chapter 1 - Wanting to Hear


“I have heard, O Sita, that your hand in
marriage was won by the renowned Raghava on the occasion of the
self-choice ceremony [svayamvara]. O Maithili, I wish to hear that
story in detail. Therefore please narrate to me the entire sequence
of events as you experienced them.” (Anasuya speaking to Sita Devi,
Valmiki Ramayana, Ayodhya-kanda, 118.24-25)

Here we see the example of a perfect devotee,
Anasuya, eagerly waiting to hear about Krishna and stories relating
to Him. This is the key to making spiritual progress. Above all
other religious practices, one must be eager to hear words and
discourses about Krishna, or Krishna-katha.

The above referenced statement was part of a
conversation between a highly exalted female sage, Anasuya, and
Sita Devi, the wife of Lord Rama. Lord Krishna is the original
Personality of Godhead, but He has many different expansions and
forms. Lord Rama is one of His primary incarnations appearing in
the Treta Yuga of each creation. The world we are living in now has
been created and destroyed many many times before. Each creation
has a fixed time period of existence which is known as one Yuga.
This time period is then further divided into four periods, which
are also referred to as Yugas but with specific names attached to
them. The Treta Yuga is the second time period of creation and it
occurred many thousands of years ago. Rama was born as the eldest
son of the king of Ayodhya, Maharaja Dasharatha. As the events of
His life unfolded, He was forced to accept an exile punishment from
His father. Taking His wife, Sita Devi, and His younger brother,
Lakshmana, with Him, Rama travelled all across India, visiting
various places of pilgrimage.

This sort of religious touring still goes on
today. India is a place with a rich history, so there are hundreds
of places of historical significance as it relates to Krishna, His
various avataras, and His exalted devotees. Even during Lord Rama’s
time, there were many great sages inhabiting the forests. Brahmanas
are considered the highest class in society since they engage in
the cultivation of knowledge. True knowledge is that found in the
Vedas, the original scripture for man. The hustle and bustle of
city life can be distracting for those seeking enlightenment, so
the sages would often seek refuge in the forests where it was
peaceful and quiet. Lord Rama used the exile punishment as an
opportunity to visit these great sages. In actuality, Rama’s visit
was more for the benefit of the sages than it was for Him.

The topmost brahmana is one who devotes His
life to serving Lord Krishna, or God. One may be expert in the
shastras and the performance of various sacrifices and therefore be
a qualified brahmana, but that doesn’t automatically make them a
Vaishnava. Devotees of Lord Vishnu are known as Vaishnavas. Lord
Vishnu, Narayana, and Krishna are essentially interchangeable since
they represent the same original God. Lord Rama knew these sages
were Vaishnavas so He made their devotion to Him bear fruit by
personally visiting them. Many hermitages were visited, with one of
them being the home of the female sage, Anasuya. She was the wife
of another famous sage, Atri. Anasuya was very happy to see the
group, and was especially fond of Sita Devi. We see similar
situations occur in our own life. If we attend a family
get-together or are invited as guests of another husband and wife
couple, it is common to see the women huddle together in the
kitchen, while the men sit on the couch and discuss politics or
sports.

Anasuya knew very well of both Sita and Rama,
and she was especially fond of how their marriage was arranged. In
the classic Vedic system, a father would give away his daughter to
a suitable boy based on the similarities in qualities and
horoscopes. The king of Mithila, Maharaja Janaka, considered Sita
to be so exalted that he couldn’t decide on just any prince to give
away his daughter to. Rather, he chose to hold a self-choice
ceremony known as a svayamvara. Sita would marry whichever prince
could string the illustrious bow of Lord Shiva that had been given
to Janaka on a previous occasion. Many valiant princes came and
tried, but only Lord Rama was able to lift and string the bow.

From Anasuya’s statements we can understand
that the story of Rama’s lifting of the bow was well-known
throughout
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