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In a little house in an ordinary town lives a wizard called Fumblethumb. Fumblethumb is a rubbish wizard. He is terrible at magic.

But this story isn’t about Fumblethumb.
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This story is about his cat, Murray, and the magic catflap.







[image: This is Murray]







	
He likes things neat and tidy.
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He likes snoozing, napping and sleeping (but not necessarily in that order).







He loves his bed and his fluffy blanket, Pickles.




	
He likes peace and quiet and warm sunshine (preferably dappled)
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and dreams of one day having a custard-yellow cardigan of his very own.







[image: He loves buns most of all, especially sticky ones with a cherry on top.]

[image: So you can imagine how he felt when Fumblethumb ‘accidentally’ turned his last and best bun into . . .]

[image: a rabbit!]

[image: Meet Bun.]

[image: Bun is a very bouncy rabbit with a cherry for a tail. He's also quite sticky.]

[image: Bun loves EVERYTHING! Especially adventure, because it is bound to be fun and lovely!]

Murray sleeps in a little bed by the back door of the kitchen where Fumblethumb works.

Every morning after elevenses, Murray steps through his cat flap to have a stretch in the garden, a wee, and a roll in the grass if he is feeling particularly sporty.
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[image: It was a good life.]

[image: Until, that is, Fumblethumb goofed again and enchanted Murray’s flap! Now it sometimes leads to the garden.]

[image: But mostly it leads to Adventure!]
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[image: Murray the Viking]

[image: Pop!]
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Murray opened one eye and looked at his cat flap suspiciously.

‘It’s looking awfully adventurous today, Bun.’

‘BUN!’ said Bun happily from above. He was stuck to the ceiling.

Again.
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Murray suspected he ought to stay with his blanket, Pickles, where it was safe. But a loud POP had woken him up, and now Fumblethumb was running round the kitchen with his hat on fire, and the room was filling up with pink smoke.
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Murray tried holding his breath, but it turned him blue and made his eyes bulge.
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At this rate, he would have to go . . . OUTSIDE! Murray coughed and looked again at the back door.

[image: ‘Oh, come on then, Bun,’ he sighed, and he stepped gingerly through the flap.]

[image: PA-]

[image: POOOF!]

[image: You're a bit short for TROLL-HUNTERS, aren't you?]

[image: Image]

[image: Murray and Bun found themselves in a large wooden hall packed full of hairy men and rosy-cheeked women. They all stared at Murray and Bun expectantly.]

Murray hoped that any minute now someone would tell him where he was, what a ‘troll’ was, and how big you ought to be to hunt one.

Bun wasn’t any help.
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‘I am Chief Harald the Hairy,’ said an enormous beard with a man behind it.

Bun, who has very good manners, hugged the beard hello and got stuck.
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The chief waggled a finger at Murray.

‘Our friend Eggrik is MISSING!’ he said. ‘Gobbled up by TROLLS, I expect.’
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Murray had a nasty feeling he was about to be told to do something adventurous.
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‘And find Eggrik!’ he added as he plucked Bun from his beard and waved them off. ‘Although I expect he’s been gobbled up, like I said before.’
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[image: A big lady with strong arms and a cheeky smile picked up Murray and Bun and carried them out of the hall.]

‘You can’t go TROLL HUNTING empty-handed,’ she said.

[image: ]

‘Come along to my hut and let’s see what we can find.’

[image: ]

‘I put plenty of logs on the fire. It will be ROARING by now,’ she added as they pottered up the path to her hut.
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[image: Bun...]

[image: Help yourself!]

Everything looked terribly adventurous, not very friendly and possibly even dangerous.
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The shields were too BIG,

[image: ]

the hammers were too HEAVY,

[image: ]

and the armour PINCHED Murray in his plump parts.

Luckily, Murray’s great-uncle Fergus was a blacksmith’s cat, so Murray knew ALL about banging metal into useful shapes. Probably. He made himself something small enough to tuck inside his pocket.
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Harald the Hairy stuck his big head in through the door.

‘Come along! Come along!’ he boomed. ‘It’s getting late! Time to go! Those trolls won’t hunt themselves, y’know!’

[image: ]

He scooped up Murray and Bun and set them off on their adventure.

[image: TROLLS KEEP OUT!]

[image: They ARE small for troll hunter, aren't they?]

[image: yeah, Barely a nibble.]

Murray and Bun followed the path to the water’s edge and found a famous Viking longship.

They climbed aboard.

Luckily, Murray’s great-great-grandpa, One-eyed-Jock, had been a ship’s cat who sailed the high seas (and a few low ones) so Murray knew ALL about boats! Probably.
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[image: oof!]

‘The front end is this way,’ he told Bun, tucking one hand in his belt and pointing importantly.

Bun was a curious rabbit and asked why Viking boats were called longships.

[image: Bun?]

‘Because they are . . . um . . . ships . . . and . . . er . . . long,’ said Murray, setting off along the deck.

Bun was impressed.

And the ship was long too.

[image: Image]

Very long.

[image: puff]

[image: Image]

[image: off puff pant huff]

Very . . . very long.

[image: puff]

Much longer than you’d expect.

[image: ow puff oof]

But

[image: BUN!]


[image: Oh, Come on! Really?]

[image: Bun!]


[image: huff Are you SURE you don't have snacks]
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[image: BUN!]

[image: The front? If you're joking, Bun...]



[image: At last! Oh! It's a bit high...]

[image: Welcome too TOLL ISLAND]
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[image: (And it wasn’t that squirrel. Or that slug . . . or that pebble.)]
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[image: Troll?]

[image: BUN!]
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[image: uh-oh]


[image: ]

[image: ... GRANDPA TROLL!]
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[image: . . . Something hairy, scary and VERY stinky burst through the door!]
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[image: He skipped around the kitchen laying the table with plates, knives, forks and hammers.]



[image: (*In his egg category.)]

[image: But before he could get started . . .]
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[image: . . . and showed him how it worked.]
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[image: They walked back through the woods . . .]
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[image: Eggrik was very excited! He ran along the ship and . . .]
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[image: . . . fell straight into the sea.]
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[image: PA-]

[image: POOF!]
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[image: ‘Oh, hello, you two! You’re just in time for tea!’ said Fumblethumb from behind a cloud of green smoke.]
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... and showed him how it worked.
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... Something hairy, scary and VERY
stinky burst through the door! o
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Bun is a very bOU.IlCY rabbit ~
with a cherry for a tail. ._/N'
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Meet Bun.
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.. .arabbit!
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So you can imagine how he felt when 4?
Fumblethumb ‘accidentally’ turned his

last and best bun into . . .
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Until, that is, Fumbl\ethuﬁ—

goofed agam and enchanted

Murray’s flap!
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Now it sometimes

leads to the garden . . .
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It was a good life. \Q f
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Bun loves EVERY THING!
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%J , Especially adventure. . .

because it is bound to

be fun and lovely! e
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— ... but mostly, itleads to . . .
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Herring Sandwiches*
(* also number 3 in his
favourite fish-snack category)

RHUBARB SNAPS
Pickled Biscuits

Mackerel Bonbons

Thqse tiny sausages
on little sticks

I
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>_> Picnic Categorg |

@ Haddock Jellies

@ PLUMP plum dumplings

Ham ‘n’ Jam Sandwiches

@ Broccoli Lollies
Big Cake

* Bun loves them all of course. L 5@
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This 1s Murray.





