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    This is the great doctrine we learn, both from the Old and New Testament, there is one Lord. And this great truth has been burned into the Jews by their long punishment, and, whatever other mistakes they make, never find them making a mistake about it. The Lord thy God is the Lord. May we be kept ever from all idolatry from all worship of anything else but the living God. The sacred unity of the Divine Trinity Let us abide fast.





— Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction
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Labor is a major theme in Deuteronomy, and some of the highlights are:


	The meaning and value of work. God's mission to work for the benefit of others, the blessings of work for each individual and community, the consequences of failure and the dangers of success, and the responsibility of representing God to others.

	Labor relations. The importance of good relations, the development of dignity and respect for others, and the duty not to hurt others or speak unfairly about them in our work.

	lead. The judicious exercise of leadership and authority, succession planning and training, and the responsibility of leaders to work for the benefit of those they lead.

	Economic justice. Respect for property, the rights of workers and the courts, the productive use of resources, the granting and receiving of credit, and honesty in trade agreements and fair trade.

	Work and rest. The demands of work, the importance of rest and the invitation to trust that God gives us, whether we are working or resting.


Despite dramatic changes in business and careers, Deuteronomy can help us better understand how to respond to God's love and serve others through our work.

The book's dramatic and unified introduction makes it especially memorable. Jesus quoted Deuteronomy extensively; in fact, the first time he quoted Scripture was three passages from Deuteronomy (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). The New Testament mentions Deuteronomy more than fifty times, a number exceeded only by the Psalms and Isaiah. Deuteronomy contains the first expression of the greatest commandment: "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength" (Deuteronomy 6:4-5).

Israel's covenant with the one true God forms the basis of all the themes of Deuteronomy. Everything in the book begins with the foundation of the covenant: "I am the Lord your God...you shall have no other gods before me" (Deuteronomy 5:6-7). When people worship God alone, the result is usually good government, productive work, ethical commerce, social welfare and fair treatment for all. Work and life hit rock bottom when people put other motives, values and interests above God.

Deuteronomy covers the same material as the other books of the Torah (Exodus, Leviticus and Numbers), but emphasizes the focus on work, especially the Ten Commandments. In recounting events and teachings from other books, Moses seems to have felt the need to emphasize the importance of work in the lives of God's people. Perhaps, in a sense, this heralds the growing focus on work among Christians today. Looking at the Bible with new eyes, we discover that work is more important to God than we thought, and that God's Word guides our work more than we thought.
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Rebellion and Independence (Deuteronomy 1:1-4:43)
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At the beginning of the book of Deuteronomy, Moses retells the most relevant events of Israel's recent history, which serve as the basis for the lessons he gives and exhorts the people to obey and trust in God's faithfulness (Deuteronomy 4:40). There are two parts that are crucial to the theology of the work: the first is rebellion and the second is self-sufficiency, both of which oppose faith in God.
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Israel Refuses to Enter the Promised Land (Deuteronomy 1:19-45)
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In the arid territory, the Israelites' lack of faith led them to turn away from God. As a consequence, they opposed God's purpose to enter the land promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God had rescued them from slavery in Egypt, had given them the law on Mount Horeb (Sinai) and had brought them to a place near the promised land (Deuteronomy 1:19-20). According to the biblical text of Numbers, God asks Moses to send spies to the land he will give to the Israelites, in exchange for scouting the place (Num 13:1-3). However, other Jews take advantage of this scouting mission to challenge God. They ask Moses to send spies in order to postpone the military action God had ordered. When the spies return with a favorable report, the Israelites continue to refuse to move forward (Deut 1:26). They told Moses that the multitude was larger and taller than they were, that the cities were large and fortified to the sky, and that they were terrified (Despite Moses' assurances to the people that God will fight for them, just as he did in Egypt, the people do not believe that God will fulfill his promises (Deuteronomy 1:29-33). Fear gives rise to insubordination, which leads to extreme sanction.

Because they did not obey God, it is not possible for the Israelites of this generation to access the promised land. None of these men, this wicked generation, will enjoy the good land that I swore to give to their predecessors (Deuteronomy 1:35). The only exceptions are Caleb and Joshua, the only individuals in the scouting expedition who urged the Israelites to obey God's command (Numbers 13:30). Unable to enter the land, Moses is deprived of a different act of rebellion. In Numbers 20:2-12, he asks God to provide him with a fountain of water and God responds by commanding a rock to become a fountain. Instead, Moses struck the rock twice with his rod. Had Moses conversed with the rock, as God commanded him, the resulting wonder would have satisfied both the Israelites' physical thirst and their need to believe that God was protecting them, but the opportunity is missed when Moses strikes the rock to open it. Like the Israelites in Deuteronomy 1:19-45, Moses was punished for his lack of faith, which caused his disobedience. God stated, "Because you did not believe me to worship me as a god among the Israelites, therefore you will not lead this people into the land that I gave them" (Numbers 20:12).

Realizing that they did not have to live in the wilderness as difficult as it really was, but, moreover, missed the opportunity to enjoy the "beautiful" land that God had promised them (Deuteronomy 1:25), the Israelites decided to attack the Amorites. God declared: "Do not go up or fight, for I am not with you. In this way, you will avoid being defeated by your enemies" The lack of faith in God's promises caused Israel to lose the privileges God had assigned to them.

When we understand the right thing to do, but we are dragged not to abide by it, faith in God is the only thing that allows us to abide by God's will. This is not a matter of personal ethics. If even Moses could not trust God completely, do we really believe that we will succeed? In contrast, it is God's mercy. We can ask God to help us stand up for what is right and ask for forgiveness when we are guilty. In agreement with Moses and the Hebrew people, lack of faith in God can be detrimental to life, yet in the end, divine grace rescues our failure. (in chapter 13 of Numbers, this episode is explained in more detail).
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