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			Emily Brontë

			English novelist and poet 

			
					Born in Yorkshire in 1818.

					Died in Yorkshire in 1848.

					Notable works:	Wuthering Heights (1847), novel

	Poems by Currer, Ellis and Acton Bell (1846), poetry anthology (published jointly with her sisters Anne and Charlotte under male pseudonyms)




			

			Emily Brontë is one of the most famous English writers of the 19th century, but very little is known about her personal life. All surviving accounts of her life are shrouded in a certain degree of mystery and contain a number of gaps, as she led a somewhat solitary life as a result of her innate shyness and reclusive tendencies. Her mother and two of her older sisters died when she was very young, and since the cause of their sisters’ deaths was tuberculosis, which they had contracted at school, Emily and her other siblings were withdrawn from school and educated at home for the rest of their youth.

			The Brontë home was an isolated, lonely house, and the siblings had almost no contact with anyone other than their father and aunt. This meant that they had to learn to entertain themselves, and they spent most of their time making up and writing stories about imaginary kingdoms. A number of these manuscripts have survived to the present day, and are considered the forerunners of the literary style that would come to characterise the three sisters’ later works, as Anne and Charlotte Brontë also went on to become famous writers, with the latter’s novel Jane Eyre (1847) being particularly successful.

			Emily died of tuberculosis at the age of 30. Today, very little is known about her aside from what her older sister Charlotte wrote about her.

			Did you know?

			Emily and her sisters initially had to publish their works under male pseudonyms, because in those days writing was not seen as a typical or appropriate profession for a woman. Wuthering Heights was therefore initially published under the name Ellis Bell.



		


		
			Wuthering Heights

			Star-crossed love on the rugged moors

			
					Genre: realist novel/Romantic novel

					Reference edition: Brontë, E. (1992) Wuthering Heights. Ware: Wordsworth.

					1st edition: 1847

					Themes: symbolism, tempestuous relationships, duality

			

			Wuthering Heights tells the story of two individuals whose love for each other is doomed to end in tragedy because of circumstances beyond their control. The story begins when a young man called Lockwood, who has rented out a house called Thrushcross Grange, goes to visit his landlord Heathcliff, who lives nearby in a place called Wuthering Heights. Heathcliff’s extremely guarded demeanour awakens Lockwood’s curiosity, and he becomes fascinated by this wild, uncouth, mysterious man. He then asks his housekeeper, Ellen Dean, what she knows about Heathcliff; it is a subject she knows well, and she begins to recount everything she knows about Heathcliff’s relationship with the Earnshaws and the Lintons, the two families who used to own Thrushcross Grange and Wuthering Heights.

		


		
			Summary

			The foundling

			 One day, Mr Earnshaw, the owner of Wuthering Heights, brings home a young dark-skinned boy called Heathcliff. Mr Earnshaw has adopted him, and intends to raise him alongside his other two children, Hindley and Catherine. Initially, these blonde-haired, pale-skinned siblings do not take kindly to the intruder in their midst, but Catherine eventually mellows towards him.

			Even after Heathcliff and Catherine become friends, Hindley – the elder of the two – never accepts his adopted brother, and constantly mocks his appearance, origins and half-feral behaviour. Heathcliff endures Hindley’s bullying as best he can, and seeks solace in his blossoming friendship with Catherine. They spend most of their childhood together, and forge an extremely strong bond which only deepens when Hindley leaves for university, leaving the two younger children free to spend their time together without a care in the world.

			However, this tranquillity is shattered when Mr Earnshaw dies and Hindley, who has now graduated from university, returns to Wuthering Heights. He has married a woman called Frances, and all he wants is to claim his place as the rightful lord and master of his ancestral home.

			Hindley only permits Heathcliff to remain at Wuthering Heights as a servant, and continues mistreating him as the years go by. Furthermore, Hindley’s behaviour towards Catherine is nothing short of tyrannical, which the young woman finds unbearable; as a result, she is increasingly drawn to Heathcliff, whom she sees as an ally.

			Changes

			One night, Catherine and Heathcliff decide to go to Thrushcross Grange to spy on Edgar and Isabella Linton, two spoiled, wealthy children who live there. When they are trying to leave, Catherine is bitten by a dog and is forced to stay with the Lintons at Thrushcross Grange to recuperate, while Heathcliff is sent back to Wuthering Heights.

			While Heathcliff is left feeling bereft without Catherine by his side, the Lintons grow fond of her, particularly Edgar, who believes that she is letting her potential go to waste. He therefore decides to transform her from a wild, impulsive girl into a demure, elegant young lady. Heathcliff barely recognises her when she returns to Wuthering Heights, and this new Catherine feels like a stranger to him.

			Meanwhile, Frances has a son called Hareton, but dies in childbirth. Hindley never bonds with his son, whom he sees as a weakling, and descends into alcoholism. He also becomes even more aggressive towards Heathcliff as an outlet for all his rage and frustration now that his wife is no longer around to temper his violent outbursts. He becomes so volatile that his abuse and alcoholism begin to affect everyone at the house.

			Catherine realises that Edgar Linton has fallen in love with her, but she confides in her housekeeper that even though she is not as close to Heathcliff as she once was, her heart belongs to him. However, she also acknowledges that she could not make a life with him without lowering her station, which is the only part of the conversation Heathcliff overhears. He is deeply wounded, and decides to leave Wuthering Heights.

			Plotting revenge

			Heathcliff does not come back for another three years, which he spends making his fortune through shady business deals. Separated from her true love, Catherine decides to marry Edgar Linton and moves to Thrushcross Grange.

			Heathcliff returns to Wuthering Heights, bolstered by his newfound wealth but consumed by resentment and driven by his determination to achieve one particular goal: the complete destruction of Hindley, whose alcoholism has left him in an utterly wretched state. He plans to trick Hindley into racking up major gambling debts so that he has no choice but to mortgage the property he inherited from his father, meaning that Heathcliff will be able to purchase it at a much lower price and take everything from his greatest enemy. However, he is not satisfied to simply ruin the eldest Earnshaw’s life – he also wants to take revenge on Edgar Linton by acquiring Thrushcross Grange.

			Once his plan has been put into action, Heathcliff reveals a different side of his personality: a crueller, darker persona that has no qualms about trampling over anyone who stands in the way of him pursuing his goals. Before long, he is successful: Hindley loses Wuthering Heights, and Heathcliff buys it. He also pays frequent visits to Catherine at Thrushcross Grange, but Edgar treats him like a pariah and makes it clear that he is not welcome there. Heathcliff therefore decides to take his revenge on Edgar by seducing Isabella Linton, and he eventually marries her, even though he secretly despises her, as this is the only way he will be able to get his hands on the Linton property.

			After Heathcliff and Isabella’s wedding, the animosity between him and Edgar reaches boiling point, which leaves Catherine so distressed that she falls ill.

			Catherine’s health deteriorates further, and the housekeeper Ellen arranges for Heathcliff to visit her in secret one last time; just hours later, she dies giving birth to a daughter. Edgar names the child Cathy, after her mother, and raises her in total ignorance of the existence of Wuthering Heights and its owner.

			Meanwhile, Hindley’s alcoholism leads him into an early grave, and Heathcliff becomes his son Hareton’s guardian and the legal owner of Wuthering Heights. As vengeance for all the humiliation he suffered at Hindley’s hands, Heathcliff refuses to let Hareton be educated and treats him like a servant.

			The death of Catherine has left Isabella feeling miserable, and she is no longer able to endure Heathcliff’s volatile temper and lack of affection towards her. She leaves for London, where she gives birth to a sickly son called Linton.

			A matter of inheritance

			Edgar manages to keep Cathy confined to Thrushcross Grange for 13 years, but the young girl is very curious about the surrounding area, and has a strong desire to explore the moors around her home. One day, she manages to slip out and ends up at Wuthering Heights, where she meets Hareton; however, she considers him uncouth and uncivilised. Edgar forces her to return to the grange and warns her not to leave the house without his permission again.

			When Isabella dies, Edgar takes charge of his nephew Linton and brings him to live at Thrushcross Grange. However, Heathcliff insists that, as his father, he should have custody of the boy instead, even though his son has never met him.

			One day, Cathy meets Linton and starts exchanging love letters with him. When Heathcliff learns of this situation, he encourages the budding romance between them and goes behind Edgar’s back to help them get to know each other better. One day, he invites Cathy to Wuthering Heights and coerces her into marrying Linton in order to strengthen his own claim to Thrushcross Grange.

			Edgar and Linton both die shortly afterwards, and Heathcliff forces Cathy to move to Wuthering Heights to work for him. This allows him to become the legal owner of Thrushcross Grange.

			Back to the present

			After listening to the entire story, as told to him by the housekeeper Ellen Dean, Lockwood is too repulsed by everything that has happened at Thrushcross Grange to continue living there, and he decides to return to the city.

			However, Lockwood eventually returns to Wuthering Heights, where he witnesses the first stirrings of friendship springing up between Cathy and Hareton, the son of Hindley and Frances. Cathy starts teaching him how to read, and they gradually fell in love and decide to marry. Heathcliff is so consumed by his rage, sorrow and desperate longing to be reunited with his beloved Catherine that he does not even notice the romance that is kindling between the two young people right under his nose, and dies alone, with only Catherine’s ghost for company.

			Inspiration close to home

			While she was writing part of her novel, Emily Brontë also spent a great deal of her time looking after her brother Branwell, who suffered from alcoholism and eventually died from it. This has led a number of critics to speculate that some of the characters’ personality traits were inspired by his erratic behaviour.



		


		
			Character study

			The name of the novel echoes a number of the characters’ personalities, as the words “wuthering heights” call to mind a very specific type of imagery: wild, rugged terrain, windswept moors and bleak, rainy days. Furthermore, Brontë’s characters are contradictory and enigmatic, and often vacillate between wild impulsiveness and cold, calculating logic.

			Heathcliff

			Heathcliff has a dark complexion, dark eyes and black, curly hair. Although his adoptive father loves him immediately, his adoptive brother rejects him because of his physical appearance, and the rest of the family are suspicious of him because of his origins and because he looks different to them.

			His personality is complex and contradictory; although he sometimes lets himself be controlled by the intensity of his emotions, he can also act in a cold, calculating manner and devise elaborate, strategic plans in order to further his ambitions. The hardships he endures have a lasting impact on him, transforming him from a sensitive boy to an indolent, greedy, calculating, cruel man.

			He is never able to be with Catherine, the love of his life, and her death plunges him even further into the depths of bitterness and despair. His weariness and pain drive him to ruin the lives of everyone around him. Catherine is very well acquainted with his dark side and bad intentions:

			“Nelly, help me to convince her of her madness. Tell her what Heathcliff is: an unreclaimed creature, without refinement, without cultivation: an arid wilderness of furze and whinstone. I’d as soon put

			Catherine Earnshaw
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			Hindley Earnshaw

			
			
			Isabella Linton

			
			Ellen “Nelly” Dean
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			Hareton Earnshaw

			
			Linton Heathcliff
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