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We need the oil of heaven
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Psalm 23 says that God anoints our head with oil. David writes immediately after this incredible statement: “My cup runs over. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”

Believers of the Lord, we need the oil of heaven. And God is willing to pour out over us. He is willing to anoint us with oil. In the oil, we are anointed, appointed, set apart and consecrated for His work. By anointing the head of David, it signified God's protection and care for the Psalmist's well-being. Glory to God. 

Let us understand, sheep can unintentionally get entangled in thorny bushes, and if not rescued, they may lose their lives struggling to break free. Furthermore, there are dreadful flies that plague sheep by laying eggs in their nostrils, resulting in worms that cause immense distress, leading the sheep to violently beat their heads against rocks in desperation – an act that can even lead to their death. Additionally, their ears and eyes are susceptible to torment from insects. In response to these threats, the caring shepherd takes proactive measures to protect the sheep. By anointing the sheep's entire head with oil, the shepherd creates a barrier of defence against the malevolent forces that seek to harm them. This practice brings a sense of peace to the sheep, as they are shielded from the evil that aims to destroy them. This realisation is indeed eye-opening and serves as a powerful metaphor for our own lives.

Just as the shepherd has an endless supply of oil to protect the sheep, God has an unlimited well of comfort and protection to offer us. By asking Him to anoint our heads with His divine oil, we can find peace and respite from the overwhelming challenges we face. This protection empowers us to fix our hearts, minds, and eyes on God, enabling us to navigate life's difficulties with strength and confidence. As He pours oil, we are anointed to be His messenger and to bring hope in a dark world. 

So, what is it about oil? Why not wine? Or honey? Why were the greatest men of the Bible — kings, prophets, and priests — anointed with oil? Because oil means purpose. We’ve turned anointing into something soft, sentimental, even feminine. But when Samuel poured oil over David’s head, it wasn’t a spa treatment. It was a call to arms. It was the moment God declared, “This is My man. He belongs to Me.” When oil ran down the heads of Israel’s chosen, it wasn’t just fragrance—it was fire.

In Hebrew, the word for Messiah —Mashiach — literally means “anointed one.” It means someone set apart, chosen, made sacred by God Himself. And how did God mark His man? With oil. Oil in the Bible isn’t just symbolic. It’s functional. It was used for healing, cooking, lighting, and warfare. So when someone was anointed, they were marked by something useful, costly, and powerful. God didn’t choose random people to be anointed. He chose kings to lead, prophets to speak truth, and priests to stand in the gap between heaven and earth. And He marked them all the same way, with oil. In Exodus 30, God gave Moses a recipe for sacred anointing oil, and it wasn’t to be used lightly. It was exclusive, holy. If anyone tried to copy it for personal use, they were cut off from the people. That’s how serious this was. This oil was not cosmetic—it was consecration. “You shall anoint Aaron and his sons, and consecrate them, that they may serve Me as priests.” — Exodus 30:30

That’s the pattern. Oil was poured out, not sprinkled. It saturated. It ran. It soaked into the skin and stayed there. And when that happened, something irreversible took place: heaven said yes. The world crowns its rulers with gold and diamonds. Israel didn’t. Israel anointed her kings with oil. Why? Because kings didn’t rule by birthright or popularity, they ruled by divine appointment.

When Samuel anointed Saul, it was because God had chosen him. When he later anointed David, it was prophetic. David wasn’t crowned in a palace. He was anointed in the presence of his brothers, forgotten in the field. The oil found him anyway. “Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward.” — 1 Samuel 16:13 (ESV). Some translations render “rush” and feel upon or came upon the prophet.

The Spirit of the Lord rushed upon him. Not strolled, and not trickled. That’s what oil does. It opens the door for the Spirit of God to fall in power. Prophets weren’t influencers. They weren’t fashionable. They were often hated, hunted, and silenced. But they carried oil. When Elijah found Elisha, he didn’t give him a motivational speech, he threw his cloak over him, a symbolic act of anointing. And when God told Elijah to anoint Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha, He was appointing judgment, kingship, and prophetic succession. Oil meant authority. It meant, “This man speaks for God. Don’t mess with him.” Today, we have too many celebrities and not disciples of oil.

We need disciples who are oiled. Disciples on fire for God, Disciples appointed for a divine task. Disciples who do not treat the oil with contempt. Disciples who are ready to defend the oil. Disciples who will keep guard over the oil no matter the cost.

The priest didn’t get to crown himself holy. He didn’t pour his oil, choose his calling, or declare his authority. Someone else had to do it. Someone who already had the authority—Moses. God chose Moses. Moses anointed Aaron. That’s the pattern. Aaron didn’t strut into the tabernacle because he felt spiritual that day.

He had to be washed. He had to be dressed. He had to be anointed with sacred oil—oil so holy, if anyone copied it for their own use, they were cut off from the people (Exodus 30:32–33). This isn’t about ancient history. The world is burning. Nations are shaking. We need men and women who are anointed, really anointed. It’s not about being impressive, it’s about being chosen. So stop looking for crowns. Look for oil. And remember this: oil doesn’t fall from the sky. It’s poured. And only the humble receive it.

Oil holds significant symbolic and practical importance throughout the Bible, often representing the presence and work of the Holy Spirit. In the ancient Near East, oil was a valuable commodity used for anointing, healing, and consecration, and these uses are deeply embedded in biblical narratives and teachings. Oh yes, we need disciples of oil. Samuel anointed David, and this anointing was not merely a ceremonial act but a divine appointment and empowerment for leadership.

Oil as a symbol of the Holy Spirit is further emphasised in the New Testament. The parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25:1-13 illustrates the necessity of being prepared with oil, symbolising the readiness and presence of the Holy Spirit in believers' lives. 

The wise virgins' possession of oil represents spiritual vigilance and the indwelling of the Spirit, essential for entering the kingdom of heaven.  The Apostle John speaks of the "anointing" believers receive from the Holy One, which teaches them all things (1 John 2:20, 27). This anointing is understood as the Holy Spirit's presence, guiding and instructing believers in truth and righteousness.

Oil is also associated with healing and restoration, both physically and spiritually. James 5:14-15 instructs, "Is any one of you sick? He should call the elders of the church to pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick." Here, oil serves as a tangible expression of faith and the Holy Spirit's power to heal and restore.

The Good Samaritan's use of oil to tend to the wounds of the injured man (Luke 10:34) further illustrates oil's role in healing and compassion, reflecting the Spirit's work in bringing wholeness and comfort. Oil is also a symbol of joy and gladness, often associated with the blessings of the Spirit. Psalm 45:7 speaks of God anointing with the "oil of joy," a metaphor for the Spirit's ability to bring deep, abiding joy to the believer's life. This joy is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22) and a mark of the Spirit-filled life.

In the Bible, olive oil is mentioned several times as the oil used for lighting lamps (Leviticus 24:2; Exodus 27:20). Olive oil was also used for anointing oil (Exodus 30:23–25) and as part of the grain offerings (Leviticus 2:1–10). Kings were anointed with olive oil as a sign that they were chosen by God to rule (1 Samuel 16:1). As an important ingredient in the recipe for anointing oil, olive oil was used to sanctify priests (Exodus 29:7), the tabernacle, and all its furnishings (Exodus 40:9). Olive oil was also used in cooking. Olive trees grew in Israel (Deuteronomy 8:7–8), and the people in that region used the oil from pressed olives as people in other cultures might have used butter or animal fats. The point is, oil was important, and today, the oil of the Spirit is still important.

A car needs oil for lubrication, cooling, and cleaning of the engine. Engine oil reduces friction between moving parts, preventing wear and tear, and it also helps to dissipate heat, preventing overheating. Additionally, it carries away dirt and debris, keeping the engine clean. Regular oil changes are crucial for maintaining engine health and performance. 

If there is no oil in a car's engine, the lack of lubrication will cause metal parts to grind together, leading to extreme heat, friction, and rapid wear. This can quickly result in seized pistons, a broken crankshaft, a cracked engine block, and ultimately, a completely destroyed engine, often within minutes. The engine will also likely overheat, stall, and the vehicle will lose power steering and brakes.

A car needs oil. Just so, disciples need oil. If we want the engine of our mandate to run smoothly, we need oil. If we want to operate in God’s power, we need oil. If we want to fulfil the Great Commission, we need oil. If we want to overcome this world in joy and might, we need oil. We need disciples of oil who are on fire for God to turn this world upside down! Lord, let the oil pour. Let us yield and submit to God, for there is a Kairos moment upon us where God is calling forth a remnant of anointed disciples like never before. Are you oiled? If not, bow the knee, bow the head, and let God pour out over His servants who yield to His Lordship and Kingship.
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Have you ever thought that God has called you to be His son or daughter of oil? He is calling us, Jew and Gentile in Christ Jesus, to be His sons and daughters of oil—the fresh oil of the Holy Spirit—empowered to be His lamps in a dark world, sharing His Word to light the paths of others (Jew and Gentile) so they can come home to their loving Father.

God is calling His children to be soaked in the oil of the Spirit so that they may shine in a dark world. Psalm 119:105 says, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” The psalmist describes God’s word as a lamp that guides us on the journey of life, lighting the way so we don’t stumble in the dark. At Mount Sinai, in the third month after coming out of Egypt, Moses went up the mountain to receive God’s word. God gave him two tablets and blueprints to build the tabernacle. This holy tent was a place where a Holy God could be in the midst of His people as their King and Battle Commander. The tabernacle was God’s headquarters to launch the assault on Satan’s kingdom, and in the tabernacle was a special lampstand: the Menorah.

Aaron, the first high priest, was told that he needed to tend the lamps of this seven-branched lampstand; he was to make sure that there was a regular supply of oil to keep it burning continually. The Menorah would shed its light on the table of the bread of the presence, where the twelve loaves were for the priests to eat. One of the pictures of the Holy Spirit is oil; therefore, this lampstand is a picture of the work of the Holy Spirit, who would light the path to the bread—the bread of life and Word of God, Jesus. God calls us to be so anointed by the Spirit that the Word of God comes alive in us. And by His Spirit and Word, we can shine the light of God’s glory in a dark world. 

Fresh, new olive oil from crushed olives was used to light the Menorah and supply it with fuel to keep it burning. The lampstand itself was made of gold and was to resemble a living almond tree in its structure. The almond tree was chosen for the Menorah because of its symbolic significance as a symbol of divine light, hope, and rebirth. The almond tree was the first to blossom in the spring, signifying new beginnings and God's faithfulness in fulfilling His promises. 

Did you know there is almond blossoms on the menorah? Every detail is significant to God, and no word is wasted. Almond trees are mentioned elsewhere in the Bible in substantial ways – the first time was when Aaron’s priestly authority was questioned, and his staff budded, bloomed, and produced fruit overnight as validation from God. The second is when God shows Jeremiah an almond branch in a vision. God uses a Hebrew word-play, as the word for ‘almond’ is also the root of ‘diligent and hard-working’ because the tree blooms and produces fruit before any other tree – in the middle of winter. It is a metaphor for haste and determined work. God assures Jeremiah that he is diligently watching over his word to fulfill it in Jeremiah 1:12. So almond blossoms symbolise God’s determination to carry out his plans.

In Zechariah 4, we see the prophet bewildered by a vision of a menorah with two olive trees on either side, providing oil for the lamps. Again, if we look to the New Testament for two olive trees, we hear Paul describing Jews and Gentiles in Romans 11 as two olive trees, the wild Gentile tree being grafted into the cultivated Jewish tree through Jesus. The two become one in him: “But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.” (Ephesians 2:13-22)

The items in the desert tabernacle spoke of what was to come in the New Covenant—one bride of Messiah: Jews and Gentiles called together, brought purified and cleansed before God to dwell with him. What a powerful symbol, and what riches are spoken by the God-designed menorah. How wonderful it is to have been brought into the New Covenant, and how we can see its fulfilment in Jesus, the One to whom the menorah points.

We thus see that two trees—an olive and an almond tree—were used to bring this ‘tree’ (lampstand) to life. Glory to God. Jesus is the Tree of Life. As we abide in the Lord, we abide in the light and the oil. As we abide in the oil and resurrected power of a mighty King, we become alive as God’s children. The prophet Zechariah was instructed about the coming Messiah, who would build the living temple of God, and was told that the Spirit of God would accomplish this, not man. He saw a golden lampstand, with two olive trees next to it, receiving oil from the lampstand. So he answered and said to me: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit”, says the LORD of hosts [the Lord of armies]. (Zechariah 4:6)

When Zechariah asked about the meaning of the two olive trees, he was told that these were the two anointed ones of the Lord. These were literally the sons of oil—fresh, new oil. We are told that the ‘Word became flesh and dwelt amongst us’ (John 1:14). The Word of God that was a lamp for our path was now among us, lighting the way back to our heavenly Father. When John baptised Jesus in the Jordan, he stated that Jesus was given the Holy Spirit without measure and in all His fullness. Scripture says that Jesus was anointed with this fresh, new oil beyond that of His companions. He brought the word of the Father to us and lit our path as God’s Lamp. Just so, we must be anointed daily with fresh oil as we yield to the Spirit, so that we may shine as a light for those still lost in the darkness. 

Jesus also called John the Baptist a lamp that would shine on the people for a time. Remember that John’s mother was told that he would be filled with the Holy Spirit from the womb. John was born as a son of oil. When Jesus opened the scroll of Isaiah in the synagogue in Nazareth, He read these words: The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, because the LORD has anointed Me to preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are bound. (Isaiah 61:1)

To be anointed was to be literally smeared or rubbed with oil. Both kings and priests were anointed with oil as a picture of them being kept apart by the Holy Spirit to fulfil God’s purposes. From the Hebrew word for anoint, mashach, we get the word Mashiach or Messiah, the Anointed One. It’s also interesting to note that in Jesus’ parable of the wise and foolish virgins, the wise virgins had fresh oil to supply their lamps when the groom arrived so they would be ready to go meet him. They truly were the daughters of oil.

After His resurrection, when Jesus appeared to the disciples, He told them to wait in Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit, who would anoint them with this fresh, new oil. They would then become sons of oil. On Shavuot (Pentecost), the Holy Spirit arrived as a rushing wind and filled the disciples with new oil. Tongues of fire appeared on them, and these living lampstands declared the wonders of God in a myriad of languages. On that day, 3000 responded and were the first great harvest of the Kingdom of Heaven. Peter would later write about this royal priesthood of Jew and Gentile, who had been called out of darkness into the kingdom of light and were there to proclaim God’s praises to the whole world. Peter was functioning as a priest—a new covenant priest—and a son of oil.

The apostle Paul saw the olive tree from which the oil would come as both natural and wild. The natural tree represented the Jew, and the wild branches being grafted in represented the Gentile. One living tree made up of Jew and Gentile, a living tree filled with oil—the promised One New Man. In the book of Revelation, we are reminded of the Lamb of God, who is also the Lamp of God. This same Lamb, Jesus, God’s Messiah, took away the sin of the world. The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. (Revelation 21:23)

Indeed, with earnest expectations, the whole creation is waiting to “see” (manifestation) the sons and daughters of oil who burn for God and who shine the light of His truth and holiness.  All around, everywhere, people are looking for it. They are looking for them in the churches. We've had a mighty rushing wind; we've had thunder and lightning; we've had oil and blood; we've had all kinds of supernatural impartations from God, so where are the sons and daughters of oil?

Joel 2:2 says: A great and strong people; there has not been ever the like, neither shall be any more after it, through the years of many generations.  3 A fire devours before them; and behind them a flame burns: the land is as the garden of Eden before them, and behind them a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall escape them. 4 The appearance of them is as the appearance of horses; and as horsemen, so shall they run. 5  Like the noise of chariots on the tops of mountains shall they leap, like the noise of a flame of fire that devours the stubble, as a strong people set in battle array.

This prophetic plan of the Lord God Almighty is now coming to pass within this generation. God is raising up sons and daughters of oil to be a lamp in these dark times. The generation in which the great commission shall be fulfilled. This army of well trained, sold-out to God saints are now coming out of their tribulation, their furnace of great affliction and refinement, the flame of the Lord's passion by which a jealous God who paid such a great price on the cross of demonstrated love is bringing a corporate people of mature sons and daughters unto himself, even into oneness with His Being. There is yet a great commission to be fulfilled within the children of the final Pentecost (the outpouring of the latter rains). The Matthew 24 generation of which Christ declared, that this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations.

Indeed, God the Master Potter has wrought a mighty endurance into His army through all the trials and afflictions and testings which they endured. These people who know their God are strong in the Lord and in the power of His might, and the 7 fold Spirit of the Lord shall indeed do mighty exploits through their surrendered vessels by which God shall be greatly glorified and magnified within the earth. As the darkness of satanic advancement and influence increases upon the children of God's wrath, so shall His glory increase and be seen upon the children of His Presence. This is the time more than ever to be disciples of oil, for great darkness is upon the earth.

The course has been set. The lines have been drawn. The earth shall enter the time of the final conflict between heaven and hell, between the sons of God and the sons of satan. Make up your mind, choose your side well, because only in the camp of the Lord of hosts shall victory be proclaimed and celebrated. Our God, the great Elohim Yahweh will have the final say and the final laugh. Now is the time to burn with God’s fire. Therefore, now is the time to be oiled,

For such a time and occasion, have these sons been prepared from before the foundations of the earth. The world has never seen such a company of ‘sons’ that have laid their lives down and sworn allegiance to their King and Lord, the captain of their salvation. They can’t be bought and they can’t be influenced by spiritual Babylon of Egypt. Her voice does not fall upon their ears, for their hearts are circumcised and their minds are renewed.  

Romans 8: ”19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.”

All who enter the Kingdom are called as sons of God, but few are willing to meet the cost of becoming MANIFESTED sons and daughters of the oil. It is one thing to enjoy the TITLE of ‘son’ and heir and the privileges that come with that position. It is quite another thing to submit oneself to the school of obedience and unjust suffering that produces within us the character of the Firstborn Son, to whose image all other sons are to be conformed. (Romans 8:29) There is, after all, a crushing that needs to take place before the oil can flow.

So we are talking here not simply about the inheritance of sonship through faith, but more specifically about the unmistakable MANIFESTATION of that sonship, here on this earth and in this mortal life, that must be witnessed by creation. Those who, in the coming days, will be revealed to all creation as "manifested sons" of God will be those who have yielded to the Spirit's training in ALL aspects of sonship, which includes the Father's discipline (Hebrews 12:6-8), and the embracing of the Cross. 

We should not be deceived into believing this company of sons and daughters who will be revealed are an elite group of super-saints, endowed with a level of holiness not available to the average believer.  On the contrary, the invitation to walk as one of these manifested sons and daughters, whom the scriptures say the whole of creation is longing to see, is an open one, available to all born-again children of God. But we need to yield, we need to submit, and we need to surrender to be disciples of the oil. The scriptures also make abundantly clear, however, that attaining this measure of mature sonship will involve significant cost to the flesh for those who sincerely seek to respond to it. To be a son and daughter of the oil speaks of great humility.

Hebrews 2: 10 For it was fitting for God [that is, an act worthy of His divine nature] that He, for whose sake are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the author and founder of their salvation perfect through suffering [bringing to maturity the human experience necessary for Him to be perfectly equipped for His office as High Priest]. 11 Both Jesus who sanctifies and those who are sanctified [that is, spiritually transformed, made holy, and set apart for God’s purpose] are all from one Father; for this reason He is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters,

As has already been stated, we are dealing here not just with the concept of sonship, but with MANIFESTED, or REVEALED, sonship. A contemporary dictionary definition of the word "manifest" is this: "clearly apparent to the sight or understanding; obvious." Jesus manifested His Sonship in whatever He did and wherever He went. He didn't have to work at being different - it was evident to all who crossed His path that He just WAS. His connectedness to Something or Someone outside the common understanding of this world was glaringly obvious and unquestionably uncomfortable for many. People were either drawn to Him or repelled by Him.

His manifested Sonship flowed directly from the depth of His unbroken communion with His Father. So shall it be with all those whose sonship will be revealed as they walk the earth. Who they are may not be understood or acceptable, but that they are not of this earth shall certainly be MANIFESTED in ways that are clearly and unmistakably obvious.  Certainly, signs and wonders, miracles, powerful delivery of the Word, great grace, joy, holy lifestyles, and diversities of gifts and functions will accompany them. However, even more significant than these, manifested sons will EXPOSE people's hearts, motives and intentions. As the glory of the Father, the grace of the Son and the holiness of the Spirit are increasingly revealed in and through them, their very presence will expose all that is of a different spirit, and for this reason, they will be severely persecuted. People will either be drawn to the glory residing in them or, by the working of the antichrist spirit, they will intensely oppose them.

John the Baptist was sent in the spirit of Elijah as a forerunner to herald this long-awaited manifestation of God's Son on the earth. For his efforts, his life was cut short and his message silenced. Similarly, for some years now, prophetic voices have been prophesying the imminent appearance of what has been called a "faceless, nameless" generation of holy people, who will move in the Spirit's power yet seek no glory for themselves. 

As with the Firstborn Son, the rising generation of manifest sons will arise from seeming obscurity and unexceptional beginnings. There will seldom be anything about their physical appearance, personality, or reputation that would cause them to draw the world's attention. We should expect the most notable aspect about them, according to worldly standards, to be their ordinariness! (1 Cor. 1:27-29). They will truly be examples of God choosing the weak and foolish to bring to nothing the wisdom of the world.

Manifested sons will have shed the Adamic earthbound nature of the man of dust and will therefore bear the image of the last Adam, the heavenly man Jesus, without any sense of shame. They will have truly become sons of heaven and will demonstrate through word, deed and lifestyle, the supernatural power demonstrated by the Firstborn.  Many will display, when required, authority over nature and the created elements. They will fulfill the command given to Adam and Eve, to "subdue the earth" (Gen. 1:28). Having died to the earthly nature of the man of dust (or earth), with its natural limitations, and "put on" by faith the Heavenly Man, they will no longer be bound to the laws of nature that govern the earth. 

The Lord spoke once of the dark horses that are ready to gallop. This was a picture of the end-time remnant, therefore, the sons and daughters of the oil. The dark horse has nothing to do with the horse of the apocalypse. The dark horse is a well-known term often found in sports. It is seen, for example, as a little-known contender (such as a racehorse) that makes an unexpectedly good showing, or an entrant in a contest that is judged unlikely to succeed. Therefore, a dark horse is a previously lesser-known person or thing that emerges to prominence in a situation that is judged not to succeed.

Consider such ‘dark horses’ in the Bible. Who would have thought that a murderer who hunted Christians would eventually write two-thirds of the Bible and become the forerunner to lead the Gentiles to the cross of salvation?  Who would have thought that a murderer and then a shepherd for 40 years would be called by God to lead the Jewish people out of Egyptian bondage? Such are the stories of Paul and Moses.

Imagine someone took you to a pasture to show you a lad in his early teenage years tending to the sheep. There is nothing special about it according to one’s physical assessment. You hear he is the youngest of eight sons. Imagine your amazement when God tells you that this lad, minding his own business and ignored by the entire world and Israel, will become a famous king. And then God also says that out of this lad’s lineage will be born the Messiah! This is the story of David. Another dark horse.

Joseph was a dark horse. He was loved by his father and received a coloured cloak. But his jealous brothers were jealous of him and sold him into slavery. He was taken to Egypt and eventually became steward to Potiphar, one of the Pharaoh's officials. Potiphar's wife tried unsuccessfully to seduce him, and after false accusations were levelled at Joseph, he was imprisoned. Surely his life was over? When the king’s royal cupbearer and baker were imprisoned, Joseph successfully interpreted their dreams, correctly predicting that the cupbearer would be released and the baker, hanged. There was a stirring of hope in his life.

Two years later, King Pharaoh himself envisioned two dreams, which none of his advisors was able to explain. Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams. Impressed by Joseph’s wisdom, Pharaoh appointed him as his viceroy, second only to the king himself, and tasked him with readying the nation for the years of famine. This nobody all of a sudden became somebody! It was because of him that his brothers and father settled in Egypt and survived. The rest of Israel’s story is history. God set it all in motion because of a ‘dark horse’.

Believers, watch out for the dark horses, says the Lord. We are going to be amazed at who is part of God's remnant in the end times. Those who will have an incredible influence on earth as God’s servants. The delivered drug addicts were pulled from the gutter. The liberated prostitutes who seek purity. The occultist who finds Jesus. The forgotten who cry for God's face. Jesus picked fishermen and a tax collector. Nothing will be different. God seeks purity and strength of faith, not the performers, the showstoppers or the clever or the boastful. People who love His truth and His Kingdom.

The Lord is raising those who have a heart and a voice for the Kingdom. He is raising an army that refuses to be silent, who will not flinch in times of trial or tribulation, will not shy away when faced with evil and who will not compromise His Truth. Such an army is right now being formed in the earth, the remnant that will arise out of the ruins of religiosity and carnality. They are like the 7000 faithful who God said to Elijah refused to bow the knee before Baal. Yes, the dark horses are dangerous for they are not unsettled by Baal, do not fear man, and they laugh along with God who loves His enemies. They are dangerous because they love the truth, and they know the battle belongs to God.

For this will be a remnant of ‘dark horses’, those who have been deemed to be nobodies, who have been judged as we judge a book by the cover, those who have been ridiculed, mocked, dismissed, laughed at and who apparently will amount to nothing. Watch out for these ‘dark horses’. Those who shake the gates of hell are those who burn for God, who yearn for His Presence and who will not relent in serving God. They will be like the two witnesses of Revelation 11, for they have power to shut heaven, so that no rain falls in the days of their prophecy, and they have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to strike the earth with all plagues, as often as they desire.

They will be those without the fancy degrees, titles or even ‘impressive’ credentials. God is not interested in that, for He is interested in our hearts, our minds, our willingness to serve, to yield, submit, surrender and seek His beauty and glory of His splendour above all else. It is they who agree with Paul who wrote in “Galatians 1:11 But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.” Some will say as Paul did in 2 Corinthians 11 that “even though I am untrained in speech, yet I am not in knowledge” (verse six). They will speak as God leads, for their words are anointed just as when a lump of hot coal touched and purified the lips of Isaiah.

These are the young and the old, for what matters is the boldness and the faithfulness. Dark horses like a young Timothy. Paul spoke of being filled with joy because of Timothy’s genuine faith (verse 4, 5). He also encouraged Timothy to “13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus,” and “1 Timothy 4:12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” God is calling for a remnant who hold onto the faith, who seek purity, and who shall not be moved by the opinions or the narratives of this world!

The remnant will rebuild the ruins of God’s watchtowers and the walls of his Kingdom as they declare liberty to the captive and freedom for the broken-hearted. They move in the power of the Spirit to declare the Gospel of the Kingdom! They are rising for the Lord calls them to become lions in the spirit to move in the power of God. For the power of God does not move because of man’s supposed intellect, or wisdom, or status or fortune. It moves where the disciples yield in submission to the divine touch of God, abiding in His holy presence to be a vessel for His glory.

Look at all the great revivals, says God. Behind the scenes were the dark horses. There are many in ministry and in service that have not been noticed, or who have been judged or even condemned, but God knows, He sees, and He alone empowers and equips as He did with Paul, Joseph, Moses and many others. God is looking for the brave, the courageous, the bold, and those who seek Him as the true and only king. Watch out for the dark horses, says God, for they will be the greatest messengers and servants for God in these last and perilous days.

For the Spirit of the Lord is moving across the world, interrupting lives, uprooting, shaking, breathing life for the time of the great harvest is here and the great separation of the weed and the wheat. This is the time of the great outpouring, of the fire of revival, but also the fire of judgment. For look, the Lord who holds the winnowing fork in His hands, He who baptises in fire, stands by the door and He knocks! For the heavens declare His Glory, and He calls His sons and daughters to arise. For such a time is upon us now, for those who look at the cross and behold Him shall surely be washed by the Blood, sealed by the Spirit and redeemed!

For this army surely walks in the steps of the Shepherd – He who is the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world was laid. It is He who is the Lion of Judah that returns with the hose of heaven. He calls for the ‘dark horses’ to come forth, for they will shake even the foundations of the earth. God is calling forth the faithful remnant, liberating them from religious systems, programmes and agendas to be true worshippers in spirit and truth. For in the process of liberation – a release of bondages and yokes - they will again know who God is and serve with a pure heart.

Indeed, the Lord is calling for sons and daughters of oil who seek no recognition, award, reward, praise or applause. For they are like John the Baptist, eager, hungry, willing and ready to serve.  Dark horses who have a true heart of the Kingdom are and will cry repent, for indeed the coming of the Lord is upon us! For such sons and daughters of the Kingdom will prepare the way of the Lord. They shall make straight the paths of the Lord! They shall declare His holiness, His righteousness, and they shall not shy away from the cross, mock the Blood, for they are sold out, they are ready, they are willing, and they have bent their knee to the true Lord and King.

They shall remain standing in the storm, they shall remain standing when the mountains shake, and they shall remain standing when the world flees to hide from the majesty of the Lord! For those who speak in His Voice know it is not about them, but about the Lord! It is not about their pleasure, gain, truth, plans, or dreams, but it is about the plan, purpose and the truth of the everlasting Kingdom!

Understand says the Lord, there are many like John the Baptist who for a while and a season have been in the wilderness, crying out, struggling, suffering, sacrificing and hoping for a better day. But take hearts says the Lord, for these ‘dark horses' are untamed by religion or traditions. They are wild for God, and they are ready to gallop. For out of the wilderness they will come, no more hidden but revealed, but unveiled for as Lazarus came out of the tomb, so the Lord cries to His manifested sons and daughters to embrace the light of His Glory! Yes, they will run and not grow weary, and that shall walk and not grow faint.

How they love the Lord, His Word and His Kingdom! Yes, they yearn for God day and night, for they have been revived. The Lord says I will lead them as I led Israel by a pillar of fire and cloud. The Lord shall separate the light from the dark, and He will reveal the glory of His majesty and divinity.  God will let their voices be heard! Yes, servants of God who are burning with the Spirit and who rejoice that the Word is like a fire in their bones. I will let their hearts burn for Me, says the Lord! 

There is coming such a sweetness of the Spirit, for now let us understand the Spirit shall not relent. There is a tenderness in the Spirit, but at the same time a ferocious power. So it shall be for God's children. Walking in the sweetness of the Spirit, yet in the power that tears all asunder and shakes the very fabric of existence. For by the Spirit says the Lord, shall I arise 

and bring forth the bold and the brave and the courageous. Something incredible is about to happen for those walking in Spirit and Truth. Something so tender, so real, so tangible, so awesome, so powerful, and so not of this world. Oil of gladness. Oil running and overflowing ... Deep crying out. A sweetness of the lips. Fire on the tongue. Wisdom in the heart. A love that burns. A Spirit walk of untold depth and glory.

A greater forming in His image. Hearing the footsteps of the Master. A hunger unleashed for the broken and lost. A weeping for revival. A cry for hope and mercy. I see so many will come to the Garden of Gethsemane, and they will be faced with their greatest hour of trial and tribulation. Great will be the anguish, but great will be the victory when the will of the Kingdom is sought for the tears shed shall fall into the hands of the Master, and such tears will be mixed with the clay as the Balm of the Gilead for the dying and the troubled souls. In the Garden, one will come to the end of oneself to walk in the fullness of the One who FIRST walked in the garden. For many will know SOON that God is real and alive. It's through the fiery shakings and dealings of the Father by which He brings His sons and daughters into glorified life and agreement with Himself. They shall be oiled to God’s glory.
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Seek the new oil of the Spirit, all the time, all day
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Life is busy and full of routines. Such routines breed familiarity, which breeds comfort. In such a hustle and bustle, even when ministry or church life can become overwhelming, we are in danger of becoming too “familiar” with God. Becoming overly familiar with God can lead to a dangerous loss of reverence, resulting in spiritual stagnation, a diminished sense of awe, and a potential for complacency and contempt towards sacred things. It can manifest as taking God's presence and gifts for granted, trivialising spiritual practices, and even treating sacred things with contempt. 

When we become overfamiliar with God, we take things for granted. Familiarity is knowing someone so well that you lose your admiration and respect for them.  You become presumptuous around them and stop respecting them.  This familiarity is what makes Christians barren of carrying fruit and being used by God every day. Familiarity curbs us from walking in God’s mighty power and witnessing His glory in all things. Did you know that the one place where we find Jesus couldn’t do miracles was His home town?  Why?  Because the people were overfamiliar with him – they saw him as the carpenter’s boy, not as the son of God.

As believers, we must seek Him afresh every day. God has been speaking a lot these days about the fresh oil of the Spirit coming upon us every day. God doesn’t want our spiritual lives to become stale. Yet when we keep holding onto old wineskins, things become dry, boring, and familiarity creeps in. With new spiritual oil comes the fresh fire from heaven. We are urged to pray for our daily bread (manna), just as we must pray for fresh oil, fresh fire, and a fresh touch from God.

There is a saying that goes “break the mould”. It means putting an end to a restrictive pattern of events or behaviour by doing things in a markedly different way. Therefore, if you say that someone breaks the mould, you mean that they do completely different things from what has been done before or from what is usually done. The expression comes from manufacturing, and probably from casting, where moulds are created to shape molten metal into repeated identical form. If something "breaks the mould" during its creation, then it is free to form itself into an unexpected or new shape, not similar in any way to its predecessors. Remember, a mould is used to make multiple replicas of solid objects using mouldable materials. Therefore, a mould follows a traditional pattern, whereby breaking the mould speaks about defying convention.

Why then are we talking about breaking the mould? It is time, says the Lord, for those who worship in spirit and truth, to break the mould. It is time that we put an end to a restrictive pattern of events or behaviour called tradition and religion that rules churches and dictates the spiritual life of so many.  The old mould pollutes the oil. It causes the oil to become dirty, and it loses its aroma.

Let us understand, the church as we know it has become a system of replicas, where we repeat a pattern of the way we see church, how we run church and function as a church. If one pastor wears white, then another will wear white, and so the pastor becomes a replica. And this is what we find in churches – a constant replication of man-made habits and behaviours until it becomes the norm, a pattern and a way of church. Yet this system of replicas is based on the pattern of man-made traditions, influenced by religion, and very much void of God’s power. After all, the Word says there is liberty where the Spirit is, but a system that is cast and moulded is restrictive, and therefore void of true liberty and freedom. 

In Mark 7, Jesus deals with the followers of tradition and says, “13 so you nullify the [authority of the] word of God [acting as if it did not apply] because of your tradition which you have handed down [through the elders]. And you do many things such as that.” Tradition is something which is handed down, and it replicates the mould as seen before. It remains, therefore, restrictive.

And so the Lord says, break the mould. Break the way things have been done, and break the mould of religion and tradition. For too long, churches have been doing things according to systems, agendas, traditions and methods, but God is calling a people who will step out of the comfort and numbness of the system, to pursue the Kingdom and to move in the Spirit. The Lord is calling for a people to end the cycle of mindless repetition, shattering the replicas based on man’s ideas, perception, and influences. Then we shall walk in the new oil.

God has called for one Church – the Bride – which should function in the image of the Lord and should be a reflection of the Kingdom. Yet churches these days are moulded into a different pattern, becoming a replica and a reflection of the traditions, ways and methods of man and not God. It is time to set our gaze upon the Kingdom and seek and pursue the way of the Kingdom.

God is calling for a people to make straight the path for the Lord. This means breaking the mould. It means going against the flow. It means doing things out of the ordinary and beyond the comfort zones of churches. It means breaking the shackles of the way things are EXPECTED TO BE and to move as the Spirit of the Lord again leads, no matter if it may seem strange, different or uncomfortable in the beginning. For this will be a way which may seem strange, unusual and unexpected to so many, for it breaks with tradition, with the norm and the ideals of the system, but it is the way of the Lord and of the Kingdom. So break the mould, says the Lord.

God is calling for a people who step out of religion and into the Kingdom. He is calling for people to step out of the restrictive mindsets of the tangible and the natural and the concrete, and into the liberty of the Kingdom. The church has become shackled, enslaved and entombed by the naturalistic, tangible and concrete, instead of moving beyond such confines to function in the complete and utter liberty of the Spirit, which is supernatural, eternal, and invisible.  Doing it the Lord's way is different to the usual way as we know it, and it is time to step up and break the mould. Change the atmosphere. Change the tide. It's time for God's Way.

Matthew 9: 17 Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved.

The Lord cannot pour into a system that is 'old', broken, set in its ways and tainted by the world. God is calling for a Bride that will be like a new wineskin to receive the new wine of His last day move of the Spirit. A system of repetitive traditions and religion cannot hold the Spirit of the Lord. For this reason, the Lord has shown the Holy Spirit wants to move mightily among the Lord’s people, but so many will misunderstand such a move, or they will call it demonic, or they will mock it, or some shall flee.  Why? Because we are stuck in a mould of repetitive patterns of mindsets regarding the way we view church, the Kingdom and even ministry.

1 Corinthians 2:  11 For what person knows the thoughts and motives of a man except the man’s spirit within him? So also no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the [Holy] Spirit who is from God, so that we may know and understand the [wonderful] things freely given to us by God. 13 We also speak of these things, not in words taught or supplied by human wisdom, but in those taught by the Spirit, combining and interpreting spiritual thoughts with spiritual words [for those being guided by the Holy Spirit].

We need to do it God's Way, but how we have forgotten His Ways beyond religion and traditions! The Book of Acts is all about how the mould was broken. So let the mould once last time be broken and God be glorified in spirit and truth! For the Lord says how He longs and yearns to move in might and power among His children, in fire and Glory, but so many are like old wineskins, stuck in a mould, unable to receive, for they will have become hardened by the heat and furnace of religion. How the Lord longs to pour in and to flow and to bring people up to the mountain, but their minds and hearts and their very spirit are like old leather - tainted, broken, cracked and unable to hold the new wine.

Spiritual growth cannot take place if one hasn’t first and foremost made a committed choice to follow Jesus. When we follow the Lord, then the Holy Spirit lives inside of us (John 14:16-17). And it is the Holy Spirit who has come to lead us in all truth and to lead us in the ways of Jesus to the glory of the Father. When we walk in the spirit and truth, then our old nature, which is dominated by sin, is replaced with a new nature that is under the influence of God's Spirit. Walking in the Spirit is allowing God to be in control of our lives and it allows the Spirit to change us in the image of the Lord (Ephesians 5:18). This is brought about by consciously choosing by faith to rely on the Holy Spirit to guide in thought, word, and deed (Romans 6:11-14). Learning how to grow spiritually is a life-long journey, which also occurs as you read and apply God's Word. In the end, as one walks in the Spirit and lives by the Word, we will draw closer to God for within us will produce more and more the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). And the oil will flow, and the oil will bring healing and liberty by the Spirit.

It says in Jeremiah 23:29 AMP: “Is not My word like fire [that consumes all that cannot endure the test]?” says the Lord , “and like a hammer that breaks the [most stubborn] rock [in pieces]? So yes, it is time to preach His Word, which is like a hammer and fire. This means preaching the sound doctrine, declaring the Gospel of the Kingdom and proclaiming the Truth. After all, it is His Truth that sets us free. For it says in "Hebrews 4: 12 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart." 

Indeed, the Lord’s Word shall break the mould, and it shall correct the fallen ways! The Word of the Lord inspires and is authoritative (2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 1:21). It is like a fire, for it is active and powerful. What a mighty force it is when it is released through the lips of the disciple and when it is received into the heart! Let us also remind ourselves of Malachi 3 where it says: “But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap.”

God is incredibly vast. He longs for us to continually seek Him, and as we do, we will find Him in new and fresh ways (Matthew 7:7). There is so much to discover about God, so we must be careful that we do not get stuck in the “yesterday”. Traditions and stale spiritual routines can shipwreck our faith. Seek Him afresh. Seek Him, pursue Him, cry out to Him and in doing so, we shall know Him more and more. We may know Him as the deliverer, but He is also the healer. We may know Him as the provider, but He is also the Teacher. Before Moses was sent to the Pharaoh to deliver God’s message of deliverance, he first needed to have an encounter with God at the burning bush. The revelation of who God is – I AM – changed the life of Moses completely, and he became one of the greatest prophets of Israel.

Believers, we need a fresh revelation of God in our lives. We need to hunger for our burning bush encounters. We need our encounters on the spiritual mountains. He is the living water, so we need to drink from Him. We need to drink deeply. Even the revelation of yesterday is stale. We need to know Him afresh every day. It is time for the deep to cry out to the deep. He is indescribable and ineffable to the human tongue. Our God is unfathomably great in his creativity and power. Our God raises the dead, parts the sea, calms the water, heals the sick, and gives sight to the blind. His name is hallowed in the firmament. He is the Passover Lamb. He is our God and His name is Yahweh. Psalm 145:3 (AMP): “Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised, and His greatness is [so vast and profound as to be] unsearchable [incomprehensible to man].” Today, we are invited to stand in awe of the One who created all things and sustains them by His will. Worship and trust in God’s unlimited ability and faithfulness. We serve a God whose greatness knows no boundaries. He is:

EL, ELOAH [el, el-oh-ah]: God "mighty, strong, prominent" (Nehemiah 9:17; Psalm 139:19).

ELOHIM [el-oh-heem]: God “Creator, Mighty and Strong” (Genesis 17:7; Jeremiah 31:33).

EL SHADDAI [el-shah-dahy]: “God Almighty,” “The Mighty One of Jacob” (Genesis 17:1; Exodus 6:3; Ruth 1:20).

ADONAI [ˌædɒˈnaɪ; ah-daw-nahy]: “Lord” or "Master" (Genesis 15:2; Judges 6:15) .

YHWH / YAHWEH / JEHOVAH [yah-way / ji-hoh-veh]: “LORD” (Exodus 3:15; Deuteronomy 6:4; Daniel 9:14) – strictly speaking, the only proper name for God. Translated in English Bibles “LORD” (all capitals) to distinguish it from Adonai, “Lord.” 

YAHWEH-JIREH [yah-way-ji-reh]: "The Lord Will Provide" (Genesis 22:14).

YAHWEH-RAPHA [yah-way-raw-faw]: "The Lord Who Heals" (Exodus 15:26).

YAHWEH-NISSI [yah-way-nee-see]: "The Lord Our Banner" (Exodus 17:15).

YAHWEH-M'KADDESH [yah-way-meh-kad-esh]: "The Lord Who Sanctifies, Makes Holy" (Leviticus 20:8; Ezekiel 37:28).

YAHWEH-SHALOM [yah-way-shah-lohm]: "The Lord Our Peace" (Judges 6:24).

YAHWEH-ELOHIM [yah-way-el-oh-him]: "LORD God" (Genesis 2:4; Psalm 59:5).

YAHWEH-TSIDKENU [yah-way-tzid-kay-noo]: "The Lord Our Righteousness” (Jeremiah 33:16) – As with YHWH-M’Kaddesh, it is God alone who provides righteousness.

YAHWEH-ROHI [yah-way-roh-hee]: "The Lord Our Shepherd" (Psalm 23:1).

YAHWEH-SHAMMAH [yah-way-sham-mahw]: "The Lord Is There” (Ezekiel 48:35).

YAHWEH-SABAOTH [yah-way-sah-bah-ohth]: "The Lord of Hosts" (Isaiah 1:24; Psalm 46:7) – Hosts means “hordes,” both of angels and of men. 

EL ELYON [el-el-yohn]: “Most High" (Genesis 14:18–22; Deuteronomy 32:8; Psalm 7:17; 57:2; 97:9).

EL ROI [el-roh-ee]: "God of Seeing" (Genesis 16:13).

EL-OLAM [el-oh-lahm]: "Everlasting God" (Psalm 90:1-3).

EL-GIBHOR [el-ghee-bohr]: “Mighty God” (Isaiah 9:6) – the name describing the Messiah, Christ Jesus, in this prophetic portion of Isaiah. As a powerful and mighty warrior, the Messiah, the Mighty God, will accomplish the destruction of God’s enemies and rule with a rod of iron (Revelation 19:15).

Yes, seek Him, praise Him and worship Him! Be encouraged to continuously and with zeal seek to renew your “wineskin”. The parable of the new wineskins, found in Matthew 9:16-17 and Luke 5:37-39, uses the image of fresh wine bursting old, brittle wineskins to illustrate that the new teachings of Jesus cannot be contained within the old, rigid structures of religious tradition. It highlights the need for a spiritual renewal that is compatible with the new message of grace and transformation offered by Jesus. 

Just so, in this end-time revival, it needs to be stressed that we need to operate and function in the new oil of the Spirit, almost daily. We cannot move in God’s power with old oil. Old oil breaks the engine. New oil empowers. This requires making sure that we never get stuck in the mud of what is stale or dry. God is so vast, and He wants to move us in power and glory daily in new ways, yet always grounded in His ancient ways and truths. As God said, even yesterday becomes old and dry. Every morning, we must seek to be pliable vessels in which God can pour into and use to His glory. Daily, we must move by the Spirit, in His wisdom, knowledge, understanding, counsel and might. The end-time revival will not be marked by what is stale, boring or dry; therefore, it will not be religious and tainted by archaic traditions. It will be a constant outpouring of the Spirit to renew, revive, resurrect and restore. Revival is all about bringing forth what is dead to life, so let us move in the newness of God and leave what is “dead” and “dry” behind daily. Fresh oil. Fresh fire. Fresh wind. Always. Blessings

The oil is the creative and glorious power of God. God wants to pour out oil. He wants so pour it out, yes Lord, pour it! God said we cannot be tainted by the world or by old oil. We cannot allow the new oil to mix with the old oil, so those who operate in the old oil will seek to stop what God is creating. Seek the new oil! For the glory is the new oil! There is glory in the oil flowing from heaven. He wants our prayers to be oiled by His glory. Our words are saturated with such beautiful oil. We must be vessels of holiness, flowing and overflowing with His oil. God wants to saturate us completely and utterly. We need to make sure our wineskins are new, for God is pouring, yes, pouring! God, let us not miss this. Let us not move in the oil and the stale.

In all three Synoptic gospels, Jesus concludes a conversation about the contrast between his teaching and practice and that of the Pharisees (and John the Baptist) by means of a parable about wine and wineskins (Matthew 9:16-17, Mark 2:21–22, Luke 5:36–39). As we are made alive and renewed by the Blood of the Lamb and by the Spirit of God, we can now walk in the divine presence of God (the new wine) via the infilling of the Holy Spirit.

Yet at the same time, we need to make sure that we revert not to the old wineskin, meaning our old lives. We are made new, called to lead a holy life in the power of the Holy Spirit, and called to tell people of Jesus so that they may be revived and renewed as well. Yes, we are called to lead a life yielded and submitted to the Holy Spirit, where we can drink deep from the cup of the Lord. We are called to function and operate in accordance with the “new wine”, therefore, a life submitted and yielded to the inner working of the Holy Spirit. The “old wine” is after all now stale, without much value and it has lost its power.

Luke 5 (New International Version) says: “37And no one pours new wine into old wineskins. If he does, the new wine will burst the skins, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be ruined. 38No, new wine must be poured into new wineskins. 39And no one after drinking old wine wants the new, for he says, 'The old is better.'” When Jesus was talking about not joining the new to the old or you'll ruin both the new wine and the old skin, the reality of what He was saying at the time made more practical sense to the Jews. The reason for this is that we today aren't familiar with the details of the intricate making of wineskins, but Jesus' hearers were and so He didn't have to explain fermentation and the aging of leather. They knew what he meant and practically understood that the gas pressure from the fermentation process becomes eventually so great that the inflexible old skin ruptures, and the new wine gushes out onto the ground and is wasted. So it was impossible to mix the two, and just so when we explore this teaching from Jesus, we will see it is impossible to truly follow God if we are not willing to let go of our old ways and if we are not willing to allow the Holy Spirit to lead us under the grace of the New Covenant. 

Indeed, we cannot be carriers of God’s word and truth and His Spirit if we do not allow ourselves to be shaped, moulded and renewed by the living Lord. We cannot thus drink from God’s water and also drink the polluted water of Satan. Let us then understand that when it comes to this parable that the new wine speaks of the Holy Spirit and it speaks of the truth as taught by Jesus and it speaks of the New Covenant. Let us then also understand that when it comes to the concept of new wineskin, it speaks of us being the new wineskin,  and how we have to be able to receive the new wine and become carriers and bearers of the Gospel.

When we therefore speak of the new wine, we refer to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. We read in John 16 of the Holy Spirit: “It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 9in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me; 10in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned. 

Jesus says in John 3: "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear
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