

    
        
          Short Stories For Children Volume 26

        

        
        
          Short Stories For Children, Volume 26

        

        
        
          Daniel Erial

        

        
          Published by Daniel Erial, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      SHORT STORIES FOR CHILDREN VOLUME 26

    

    
      First edition. September 19, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Daniel Erial.

    

    
    
      Written by Daniel Erial.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

Short Stories For Children Volume 26

Chapter 1: A Very Quiet Lion

Chapter 2: Monkey Mischief

Chapter 3: Grandma’s Advice

Chapter 4: The Roar School

Chapter 5: Practice, Practice, Practice

Chapter 6: A Stormy Night

Chapter 7: Trouble in the Jungle

Chapter 8: The Surprise Roar

Chapter 9: The Hero of the Day

Chapter 10: Roars and Laughter

Chapter 1: The Most Unusual Morning

Chapter 2: Pocket Panic

Chapter 3: The Wise Wombat’s Advice

Chapter 4: The Search in the Bush

Chapter 5: The Kooky Kookaburra

Chapter 6: The Wombat with Secret Pockets

Chapter 7: Trouble at the Crocodile Log

Chapter 8: The Lost and Found Tree

Chapter 9: The Dream of the Pockets

Chapter 10: The Return of the Pockets

Chapter 1: A Goat with a Sweet Dream

Chapter 2: The Recipe Disaster

Chapter 3: A Helpful Hen

Chapter 4: The Grand Opening

Chapter 5: The Rival Baker

Chapter 6: Cupcake Catastrophe

Chapter 7: Friends to the Rescue

Chapter 8: The Cupcake Contest

Chapter 9: The Sweet Victory

Chapter 10: A Goat’s Happily Ever After

Sign up for Daniel Erial's Mailing List


[image: ]

This Volume hold the power to shape young minds, nurturing their emotional, social, and moral development in profound ways. In this collection, each story is thoughtfully designed to teach essential life values, helping children navigate their world with empathy, integrity, and resilience.

Through engaging narratives and relatable characters, these stories impart critical lessons that encourage positive growth:

Empathy and Kindness: Characters who practice kindness and understanding inspire children to show compassion and care for others, fostering emotional intelligence and strong relationships.

Responsibility and Accountability: Children learn the importance of being responsible through tales where actions have meaningful consequences. These lessons help young readers build a sense of duty and accountability, reinforcing the idea that they can positively impact the world around them.

Resilience and Problem-Solving: Faced with challenges, the characters in these stories demonstrate perseverance and creativity, teaching kids that setbacks are opportunities for growth. By learning the value of persistence, children develop a growth mindset and the confidence to tackle problems head-on.

Honesty and Integrity: The importance of telling the truth, even in difficult situations, is a recurring theme. Children will see how honesty builds trust and moral courage, guiding them to make ethical decisions in their own lives.

Inclusivity and Acceptance: Through stories that celebrate diversity, children are taught to appreciate the differences that make each individual unique. These tales promote a mindset of openness, tolerance, and respect for others.

Ethical Decision-Making: Characters face moral dilemmas, allowing young readers to explore the complexities of right and wrong. These stories help children develop critical thinking skills and a strong internal compass for making thoughtful, ethical choices.

Self-Confidence: The stories in this book aim to inspire self-belief, encouraging children to embrace their strengths, face their fears, and stand up for themselves. By showcasing characters who overcome obstacles, children learn the importance of courage and self-confidence.

Curiosity and a Love for Learning: Each tale sparks curiosity, showing children that exploring the world around them is a rewarding adventure. This fosters a love for learning, setting the foundation for lifelong intellectual growth.

Story 1:

The Lion Who Was Afraid of Roaring  
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The Kangaroo Who Lost His Pockets 
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The Goat Who Opened a Cupcake Shop 
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Chapter 1: A Very Quiet Lion
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Deep in the middle of the Great Green Jungle, where the trees stretched tall and the air smelled of sweet bananas and wildflowers, there lived a lion named Leo.

Now, lions are supposed to be the kings of the jungle. They’re supposed to be bold and brave, with golden manes that shine in the sun and roars that shake the ground. But Leo... well, Leo was different.

He was big, yes. His mane was fluffy and golden, yes. His paws were strong, and his tail swished proudly behind him. But when it came to roaring—the one thing every lion was known for—Leo had a tiny, itty-bitty, squeaky problem.

Leo was afraid of roaring.

Every time he opened his mouth and tried to let out a roar, it came out as a tiny sound that went something like:

“Meep!”

Or sometimes:

“Mew!”

Or, on a particularly unlucky day:

“Pfffft!” (That one had more spit than sound, which made the parrots laugh so hard they nearly fell out of their trees.)

The Jungle’s Expectations

The jungle animals were used to big noises. Elephants trumpeted so loudly they could be heard three rivers away. Frogs croaked in booming choirs at night. Even tiny crickets chirped proudly under the stars.

So when their “king” made sounds that could barely scare a mouse, well... let’s just say the jungle found it amusing.

“Here comes Leo the Meow-Meow Lion!” the monkeys would sing as they swung from tree to tree.

The parrots liked to imitate him, squeaking: “Mew! Meep! Pfffft!” until the whole jungle was in stitches.

Even the zebras, who usually didn’t laugh at anyone, couldn’t help giggling when Leo tried to practice.

But Leo didn’t find it funny at all.

Leo’s Secret Worry

Every morning, Leo padded to the watering hole and looked at his reflection. His golden mane shimmered, and his eyes looked bright. He would puff out his chest, open his mouth wide, and whisper to himself:

“Okay, Leo. Today is the day. Today you roar like a true lion.”

Then he would take a deep breath, dig his claws into the ground for courage, and shout with all his might—

“Meeeeeeeep!”

The crocodiles sunbathing on the riverbank would blink at him, confused. One turtle even muttered once, “Was that a roar or a hiccup?”

Leo sighed so deeply that ripples spread across the water.

“What kind of lion can’t roar?” he whispered. “What if the animals never respect me? What if they never take me seriously?”

Deep down, Leo worried that maybe he wasn’t a real lion at all.

Monkey Mischief

One afternoon, as Leo sat under his favorite acacia tree, trying to practice quietly, a troop of cheeky monkeys spotted him.

“Shhh!” whispered Momo, the leader of the monkeys. “There’s the king of the jungle, practicing again!”

The monkeys scrambled into the branches above Leo and watched.

Leo puffed out his chest, swished his tail, and took a mighty breath.

“MEW!”

The monkeys exploded with laughter. They hung upside down, clapping their hands and chanting:

“Leo the Lion, roar so small,
Sounds like a kitten, not scary at all!”
Leo’s ears turned red under his golden mane. He slumped against the tree. “I’ll never get it right,” he muttered.

The monkeys, however, weren’t finished. They followed him all the way back to his den, making silly “meep” noises until Leo wished he could crawl under a rock and hide.

A Friend in Need

But not everyone laughed at Leo.

His best friend, Tilly the tortoise, was waiting at his den with a gentle smile. Tilly was slow and steady, and though she couldn’t roar either, she was very wise.

“Don’t let those monkeys bother you,” Tilly said, patting Leo’s paw with her little flipper. “You’re brave in many other ways. Remember when you helped the baby elephant cross the river? Or when you scared off the jackals just by stomping your feet?”

Leo sighed. “That’s different, Tilly. A lion is supposed to roar. It’s what makes us... us. If I can’t roar, am I even a real lion?”

Tilly tilted her head. “Maybe being a real lion isn’t about the noise you make. Maybe it’s about the heart you have.”

But Leo wasn’t sure. The jungle was loud and wild, and he felt like the quietest creature in it.

The Secret Practice

That night, while the stars twinkled above and the frogs sang their evening songs, Leo crept away from his den. He didn’t want anyone to hear him, so he padded softly through the tall grass until he reached a hidden clearing.

“This is it,” he whispered to himself. “No one’s watching. No one’s laughing. Tonight, I’ll roar like a king.”

He braced himself, stood tall, and took the deepest breath he’d ever taken. His chest puffed out like a balloon. His tail curled dramatically. His eyes narrowed with determination.

“Rooooo—”

“ACHOOOOO!”

Instead of a roar, Leo let out a gigantic sneeze. Birds flew out of nearby trees, startled, and a family of warthogs squealed as they dashed away.

Leo rubbed his nose, embarrassed. “Even my sneeze is louder than my roar!”

He sank to the ground, covering his face with his paws. “What’s wrong with me?”

The Promise

As Leo lay in the grass, the moon peeked out from behind the clouds, bathing the jungle in silver light. Leo stared up at it, his heart heavy.

“I promise I’ll keep trying,” he whispered to the moon. “One day, I’ll roar. I don’t know how, but I will.”

The moon said nothing, but Leo thought it winked at him.

And though he didn’t know it yet, that promise would lead him on an adventure far bigger than he could imagine.

Because a lion who is afraid to roar is still a lion—and sometimes, courage comes when you least expect it.
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Chapter 2: Monkey Mischief
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The next morning, the jungle was buzzing with chatter. The parrots squawked greetings from the treetops, the elephants trumpeted their way to the river, and the baboons argued over who had the shiniest tail.

But the loudest noises came, as usual, from the monkeys.

The troop of chattering, giggling, swinging monkeys lived in the tallest fig tree in the jungle. They were mischievous, curious, and never missed a chance to make trouble. And today, they had a brand-new game:

“Imitate the Lion!”

The Jungle Theater

Dozens of monkeys gathered on branches, and Momo, the mischievous leader, cleared his throat dramatically.

“Ladies and gentlemen, creatures of the jungle, may I present... Leo the Lion!”

He puffed out his chest, shook his scruffy brown fur to look like a mane, and opened his mouth.

“Meeeep!” squeaked Momo in the tiniest voice he could manage.

The monkeys roared with laughter. They clapped, stomped their little feet, and screeched so loudly that nearby parrots flew away in annoyance.

“Again! Again!” cried one of the younger monkeys, nearly falling off a branch from excitement.

So Momo did it again—this time adding a silly hop and a dramatic faint onto a branch.

“Meeeeeeeep! Oh no, my roar is broken!” he squealed.

The monkeys rolled around, holding their bellies from laughing so hard.

Leo’s Arrival

Unfortunately for Leo, he had decided that morning to visit the fig tree for breakfast. He liked the shade it provided, and sometimes he hoped the monkeys might share a
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