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    2 Kings 6:6. And the man of God said, Where did he fall? And he showed him the place. And he cut down a stick, and cast it there; and the iron swam.
 
God can do all things, he can make iron swim-we can't-and yet you see the prophet did it, and he did it by the use of a stick. He cut a stick. Was there any connection between the stick and the iron? I can see none, and yet God uses means, and wants us to use means. "He cut down a stick and cast it there, and the iron swam." If you are in great trouble tonight, have confidence in that God who can make the iron swim. If you have some worry, and you don't know how to deal with it, some job, and you don't know how to do it, look to him who made the iron swim and he can do the same for you. Trust in him, lean on him and see if he does not.
 
— Charles Spurgeon 
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Originally, the two books formed a single work. One book of Samuel, another of Kings and the third of Chronicles. The division we have today was made by the translators of the Septuagint, the 70 who translated the Old Testament from Hebrew into Greek. Although the author is unknown, we know that this book was written when the First Temple was still standing. Jeremiah has traditionally been considered the author, although modern scholarship assigns literary paternity to a group of writers called "the prophets". The phrase "like David his father" appears 9 times in the First Book of Kings. We follow David's line, and each of the kings was judged by the standard set by David. It was a human standard, but the kings could not even reach that standard. Some parts of this story were unfortunate. As history, they reveal the decline and fall of the kingdom: first the kingdom was divided, and then each of the kingdoms fell.

The moral teaching of these books is to show man his inability to govern himself and the world. In these 4 historical books, we have a very vivid perspective of the rise and fall of the kingdom of Israel. Let us now briefly look at the outline we will follow in our study of these two books of Kings.

First, we have the death of David in chapters one and two of the first book of Kings.

Then we have, secondly, the glory of Solomon's reign, which covers chapters 3 through 11 of 1 Kings. And within that division of the glory of Solomon's reign, we have in chapters 3 and 4 that Solomon asked for wisdom. Chapters 5 to 8 tell us about the construction of the temple. Chapters 9 and 10 describe the glory of Solomon. And chapter 11 tells of Solomon's difficulties and death.

Thirdly, we have the division of the kingdom, from chapter 12 of 1 Kings to chapter 16 of 2 Kings.

Now, fourthly, we have the captivity of Israel by Assyria, which is found in chapter 17 of the Second Book of Kings. And finally, we have the decadence and captivity of Judah by Babylon, which covers chapters 18 to 25 of the Second Book of Kings.

Importance of the Second Book of Kings

Second Kings highlights many unique events and people. Two people were resurrected (2 Kings 4:32-37; 13:20-21). The prophet Elijah left the earth without dying (2 Kings 2:1-18; Enoch was the only other man in the Bible to do so (see Genesis 5:21-24). The waters of the Jordan River receded twice (2 Kings 2:8, 14). These and other miraculous events testified to God's continuing work among His people.

In the period covered by this book, the first written prophets of Israel emerged. Amos and Hosea addressed the people of Israel, while Isaiah, Joel, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah and Jeremiah prophesied in Judah; both groups called the people to repentance and warned them of God's coming judgments. The author devotes considerable space to Elisha's ministry after Elijah was taken to heaven, paying special attention to the many miracles Elisha performed.

None of the kings of Israel are described as doing what was right in the eyes of God; each one plunged the people deeper into idolatry. Some of the kings of Judah were righteous, especially Jehoash, Uzziah, Hezekiah and Josiah. Hezekiah defended himself against the Assyrians by fortifying Jerusalem and strengthening his army. Later, Josiah instituted a great spiritual reform. However, none of these efforts were sufficient to prevent God's judgment on the nation during generations of spiritual and moral decay.

Central idea?

World affairs played an important role in the fate of Israel and Judah. However, the author of 2 Kings directly links the Israelites' apostasy-led by their wicked kings-to their national destruction and points to it as God's judgment on their stubborn children. Despite repeated warnings from God's prophets to turn from their ways and return to God, the people continued to live in sin. Sadly, they did not believe that God would allow their nation to be destroyed by foreign invaders.

But even after the exile of his people, God did not forget his promise to David. God preserved a remnant of his people and kept the royal line intact so that one day they could return to their land to await the promised deliverer.

Application

Second Kings teaches us an important life lesson: Actions have consequences. "Repent!" warned God through the prophets. "Sin will bring judgment”. Israel and Judah learned the hard way that God meant business.

How can we learn? Look at your heart. Is it hard and resistant to God's call? Or can you admit your sin and turn to Him? God is waiting for your answer.
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2 Kings 1:1-2:22
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Today we begin studying chapter 1 of the Second Book of Kings. In this chapter 1, Moab rebelled against Israel. Ahaziah accidentally fell out of a window and when he wanted to consult Baalzebub, to see if he would be healed of his wounds, he received his judgment from Elijah. Elijah brought fire down from heaven twice, to consume the first two captains sent by Ahaziah, but saved the third captain. God's judgment would be fulfilled with the death of Ahaziah, who would be succeeded by Jehoram on the throne of the kingdom of Israel in the north.

In our last study of the First Book of Kings, we saw that King Ahab had not died on the battlefield due to the good aim of an enemy soldier. Recall that Ahab was disguised as a common soldier so as not to be a favorite target for enemy troops. However, we saw that he died a victim of what we could qualify as an errant arrow, shot without aiming at anyone in particular by a soldier. Now, from a human point of view we would say that Ahab's death was an accident. However, we are sure that in God's records this death was providential. Thus the prophecy of Elijah was fulfilled to the letter, that Ahab would die and that his blood would be licked by dogs, in the same place where Naboth had died. We also saw how Jehoshaphat, who at first perhaps had eliminated the high places of pagan worship, did not destroy them later, when the people restored them. However, he is classified as a good king, because he served God in his own personal life.

1 Kings 22:51 told us that "Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria". So we pick up here the story in 2 Kings. In fact, there is no specific division between 1 and 2 Kings. The account of Ahaziah's reign is begun in 1 Kings and concluded in 2 Kings. The king and the prophet take the place of the priest as God's instruments of communication.

In 2 Kings, in the first chapter, Ahaziah, king of Israel and son of Ahab and Jezebel, fell out of a window in the upper story of his palace and suffered serious injuries. We will begin, then, by reading the first two verses of this chapter 1 of the Second Book of Kings:

"After Ahab's death, Moab rebelled against Israel. Ahaziah fell out of the window of a room in the house that he had in Samaria and was wounded. Then he sent messengers to them, saying, 'Go and inquire of Baal-zebub, the god of Ekron, whether I will heal these wounds of mine.'"

Now, we believe that he fell because he was drunk. However, this is only conjecture. So, instead of turning to the Lord for help, Ahaziah, greatly influenced by his mother Jezebel, went to consult Baal-zebub the god of Ekron. And the fact that Ahaziah asked for help from an oracle was a direct challenge to the Lord God of Israel. He wanted to know if he would recover from the wounds of that accident. And let's see what verses 3 and 4 tell us:

"But the angel of the Lord spake unto Elijah the Tishbite, saying, Arise, and go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto them, Is there no God in Israel, that ye should go to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? Therefore thus saith the Lord, Thus saith the Lord, Thou shalt not arise from the bed whereon thou liest, but shalt surely die. And Elijah departed.

This was one of Elijah's last missions. He met the messengers and gave them the following message: "Is there no God in Israel, that ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron?" And he immediately delivered God's unpleasant prognosis concerning Ahaziah, that he would certainly die. The messengers then, returned and informed the king of what Elijah had said. Let us read verses 7 to 10 of this chapter 1 of the Second Book of Kings, in which we see
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"Then the king asked them, 'What was the man like whom you found and who spoke such words to you?' One who had a garment of hair and a leather girdle about his waist, they answered. It is Elijah the Tishbite," the king exclaimed, and immediately sent after him a captain of fifty, with his fifty men. And when he came up to Elijah, he was sitting on the top of the mountain. And the captain said to him, "Man of God, the king has told you to come down. And Elijah said to the captain of fifty, "If I am a man of God, let fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men. And fire came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty men”.

Recall that Ahaziah, the king, was the son of Jezebel, the woman who had tried to kill Elijah. And it seems that the instructions to kill him were still in effect. And we also see that Elijah was not a man who did not fit in with the social compromises of the court of his time.

Much is said today about the fact that we must learn to communicate and get along with everyone. Now this is not in all cases God's method. The tolerant or conformist attitude of Christians has not made the world listen to the Church. The fact is that the world is not taking her very seriously. Except for electoral reasons, on ethical issues, it overlooks the Church. The world has to listen to Christians proclaiming the Word of God, to make that moral, spiritual reference point reach everyone, backed by a conduct in accordance with the content of the message. Then there will be an effective communication with society.

Elias was able to communicate effectively. They listened to this coarse and vehement character. The captain sent another captain with 50 men and also ordered Elijah to come down from the top of the mountain. But all that came down was fire from heaven that consumed the captain and his men. Verse 13 says:

"He sent again the third captain of fifty with his fifty men. And that third captain of fifty went up, and kneeled down before Elijah, and besought him, O man of God, I pray thee, let my life and the lives of these thy fifty servants be of some value in thy sight”.

This man implored God's mercy and God granted it. Let us read verses 15 and 16:

Then the angel of the Lord said to Elijah, "Go down with him; do not be afraid of him. And Elijah arose, and went down with him before the king, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Because thou hast sent messengers to enquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron, as though there were no God in Israel whose word to enquire of, thou shalt not arise from the bed whereon thou liest, but shalt surely die”.

Here we see that Elijah boldly repeated the statement confirming God's judgment. And they add verses 17 and 18:

"And he died according to the word of the Lord which Elijah had spoken. And Jehoram reigned in his stead in the second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, because Ahaziah had no sons. Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?"

And thus ended the lineage of the kings Omri and Ahab, in the kingdom of Israel, or the northern kingdom. 
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The main theme here is the transfer of Elijah. This chapter takes us to the end of Elijah's life. We will see that he was translated to heaven in a chariot of fire. Elisha took the place of prominence, being recognized as his successor. The chapter concludes with the serious incident of the bears destroying the irreverent thugs who mocked Elisha.

This chapter 2 relates the rapture of Elijah. Elijah went from Gilgal to Bethel, then to Jericho and then to the Jordan River, accompanied by Elisha, his successor. Elijah promised Elisha a double portion of his spirit if he would witness his departure. Elijah struck the waters of the Jordan with his mantle and they both passed over dryly. He was carried away in a chariot of fire and Elisha saw him ascend into heaven. Elisha then passed over Jordan again, striking the waters with Elijah's mantle. Also the water fountain at Jericho was purified. Now, on his return to Bethel, Elisha encountered a group of thugs who mocked him menacingly.

Let us begin, then, by reading the first 4 verses of this chapter 2 of the Second Book of Kings, which begin the story that will culminate with
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"And it came to pass, when the LORD was about to take up Elijah in a whirlwind to heaven, that Elijah came with Elisha from Gilgal. And Elijah said to Elisha, 'Stay here now, for the Lord has sent me to Bethel. As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you,' said Elisha to him. So they went down to Bethel. And the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to meet Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know that the Lord is going to take your master away from you today? Yes, I know; but hold your peace," he answered. Elijah said to him again, "Elisha, stay here now, for the Lord has sent me to Jericho. As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you," Elisha answered him. So they went on to Jericho.

Here we see that Elijah was trying to get Elisha to stay. But Elisha did not want to leave Elijah, because he knew that Elijah would leave the earth that day. And Elisha wanted to be present when the Lord took him away. Let's continue with verse 5:

"And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy lord from thee this day? Yes, I know it; but hold your peace, he answered”.

Now, the interesting thing is that today, as in the past, people are turning to all kinds of people and places for information. This is the time when fortune tellers and those who deal in the zodiac and the occult are offering many suggestions for understanding the future and the mysteries of life. The human being is turning to everything and everyone, except God. But, Dear reader, you will not receive any additional information by going to these resources, than what you would receive if you go directly to God. Let us note that the sons of the prophets here had the information that Elijah was going to depart that day. But, Elisha already knew it. That is, they could not tell Elisha anything that he did not already know by revelation from God. Let us now continue reading verses 6 through 8 of this chapter 2 of the Second Book of Kings:

Then Elijah said to him, "Please stay here, for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan. As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you," Elisha answered him. And they departed, both of them. But fifty men of the sons of the prophets came and stood in front of them in the distance, while the two of them stood by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle, folded it and struck the waters, and they parted this way and that, and both of them passed through the dry land”.

Recall that the Lord had divided the waters of the Jordan River for Joshua and the people of Israel at least 500 years before this incident. At this time, the Lord repeated the miracle for Elijah and Elisha. Let us now read verses 9 and 10:

"As soon as they passed by, Elijah said to Elisha, Ask what you wish me to do for you, before I am taken away from you. And Elisha said, Let me, I pray thee, have a double portion of thy spirit. You have asked a hard thing, Elijah answered him. If you see me when I am taken from you, it will be granted to you; but if not, it will not.

Now, let us keep this in mind. Elisha, in fact, was a greater prophet than Elijah, as we shall see later on, because of the number and scope of the miracles he performed. He had upon him a double portion of the Spirit of God. Let us now continue with verse 11:

"And it came to pass, as they were walking and talking, that a chariot of fire, with horses of fire, swept them both away, and Elijah went up to heaven in a whirlwind”.

This was truly a spectacular conclusion to a spectacular life. Let us now move on to verses 12 to 14, where we will see that
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"When Elisha saw this, he cried out, 'My father, my father, my father, the chariot of Israel and his horsemen! And he saw it no more.

Then Elisha took his garments and tore them in two parts. 13Then he took up the mantle that had fallen from Elijah, went back and stood on the bank of the Jordan. 14Then he took up the mantle that had fallen from Elijah, struck the waters, and said, "Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?

No sooner had he struck the waters in the same way as Elijah, than the waters parted to one side or the other, and Elisha passed over.

Here we see that Elisha then took Elijah's place and demonstrated his faith. He took Elijah's mantle and struck the waters just as Elijah had done before. Now, the power did not reside in Elijah, nor in the mantle, but in God Himself. Elisha knew this very well. But, it is evident that Elisha had the faith that Elijah had, that is, the faith of Elijah's God, and so the waters parted. Elisha had indeed received a double portion of the Spirit of God. Then we see that Elisha asked: Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah? And this, dear reader, is the important question today. Instead of turning to men or women, or methods, or some panacea for help, as so many people do; why don't you turn to the Lord? He is the living God. He is the God and Father of the Lord Jesus Christ. Why don't you go to the Savior?

Elisha took Elijah's mantle, struck the waters and they parted. And he crossed the Jordan River to begin a new phase of his life. Let us now read verses 15 to 16, which detail the times when
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"When they saw him, the sons of the prophets who were on the other side at Jericho said, 'The spirit of Elijah rested upon Elisha. And they went at once to meet him, and fell down before him, and said, Here are among thy servants fifty mighty men. Let them go and seek your master now; perhaps the spirit of the Lord has lifted him up and cast him on some mountain or in some valley. Do not send anyone, he said to them”.

The sons of the prophets, who were the students of theology at that time, were still waiting for Elisha on the other bank, and so they saw him divide the waters of the river with Elijah's mantle and cross the Jordan River. They doubted whether Elijah had really been taken away permanently. And they suspected that the Lord had deposited him in some deserted area. What a peculiar idea they had of God! Let us continue reading verses 17 and 18:

"But they troubled him so much that he was ashamed, and said, Send them away. So they sent the fifty men, and they searched for him three days, but did not find him. When they returned to Elisha, who had remained at Jericho, he said to them, "Did I not tell you not to go?"

Elijah was indeed gone and that there was no longer any need to look for him. Therefore Elisha said to them, "Did I not tell you not to go?" At last they had to accept the new situation and Elisha's leadership.

Then the men of the city of Jericho approached Elisha with a problem. Let us read verses 19 to 22 of this chapter 2 of the Second Book of Kings:

"The men of the city said to Elisha, 'Look, the place where this city is placed is good, as my lord sees; but the waters are bad and the land is barren. Bring me a new cruse, and put salt in it, said he. And when they brought it to him, Elisha went to the springs of the waters, and poured the salt in it, and said, Thus saith the LORD, I have healed these waters; there shall be no more death or sickness in them. And the waters are healed to this day, according to the word which Elisha spake.

Elisha purified the waters. This was his second miracle. Even today it is possible to see these waters in the valley of Jericho. It is said that it is not advisable to drink from these waters because, being out in the open, in this land, they can easily become contaminated. However, some of the people who have visited Israel and have been in this place, have drunk of these waters, and they say that they are still sweet and delicious to the palate. This miracle showed the inhabitants of Jericho that the Lord, and not the false god Baal, the so-called god of fertility, could intervene to annul the aridity and barrenness of their land. And God's permanent action in those springs would be a perpetual reminder of His ability to bring fertility and blessings in the midst of the aridity and barrenness caused by idolatry.

In the physical world, drought already threatens the maintenance of resources indispensable for life. Water is indispensable for survival. Under present conditions, because of the uncertainty that climate change is bringing to many peoples of the earth, and the possibility of great and prolonged droughts, there is serious concern today that this shortage will affect natural and human life in every order, threatening the production of basic foodstuffs. But there is another very important survival, in the spiritual realm, which affects not only life on this earth but also eternal life. And it has to do with alienation from God. That is why in the Old Testament, God sent drought as a punishment because human beings were in a situation of spiritual drought, turning away from God to go back to practicing sin and evil in all its forms. At present, it is necessary to be aware that the material resources produced by man cannot give eternal life to the soul, nor satisfy it in its passage through this world. Human efforts to satisfy it only produce polluted waters, like those waters of Jericho, waters that could not quench thirst. Polluted waters, until God worked the miracle of purifying them. And this incident reminds us that in the New Testament, in the dialogue between Jesus and the Samaritan woman, recorded in the Gospel of John 4, Jesus offered that woman "living water". He said, "Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never thirst. For the water that I will give him will gush forth in him like a spring of eternal life”. This inner spring cannot be compared to any other water. The Lord was speaking of the Holy Spirit, who brings salvation to the person who believes in Him; and through that person, the spring of that water of life would bring salvation to others. That water, Dear Reader, provides constant satisfaction to the spiritual needs and desires of the one who drinks it. Wouldn't you want to taste it?
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Today we continue studying chapter 2 of the Second Book of Kings. And in the previous chapter, we saw the translation of Elijah and how Elisha took Elijah's place and demonstrated his faith. We also saw that he received a double portion of the Spirit of God. And the sons of the prophets who were still waiting for him on the other side of the Jordan saw how Elisha divided the waters of the Jordan with the mantle of Elijah. And they realized that Elisha had been given some of Elijah's gifts, but they did not understand that Elijah's departure had been permanent. Elisha told them that Elijah had indeed gone and that there was no longer any need to look for him. However, the sons of the prophets insisted to the point that Elisha relented and allowed them to send about 50 men to look for Elijah. But, when they could not find him, they finally had to accept the fact that Elisha was now the prophet of the Lord. Then we saw that the men of the city of Jericho approached Elisha with a problem. It turns out that the waters of their city were not drinkable and the land was barren. Elisha then ordered a new jar filled with salt to be brought to him and then he went out to the springs of the waters and poured the salt in, saying, "Thus says the Lord, I have healed these waters, and there shall be no more death or sickness in them”. And the waters were healed unto this day, according to the word of Elisha. And we said that this was the second miracle of Elisha. Now, after all this, there happened an incident that has been criticized more than others that appear in the pages of the Bible and this is recorded in verses 23 to 25 of this chapter 2 of the Second Book of Kings. Before reading them, we will summarize their contents and highlight some background of the situation.

Elisha was returning, after contemplating the transfer of Elijah to heaven, by a chariot of fire. And as Elisha went up to Bethel, the Bible tells us that some boys mocked him. We see that Elisha then cursed them in the name of the Lord and two bears came out of the mountain and killed 42 boys.

Now, not only critics, but also many sincere believers, have stumbled over this portion of Scripture. Those who despise the Bible raise the question of how God would destroy such young men. On the other hand, at first glance, what is recorded here seems to contradict other portions of Scripture.

First of all we need to recognize that when we enter the world, our human minds are more or less neutral. They are neutral on virtually every issue, except the innate trait we all possess, of tending toward rebellion against God. The human being has an instinctive prejudice against God. The natural being is, in the first place, skeptical of everything in the Bible. He will be willing to believe almost anyone, or anything, but God. That reveals the nature of man.

If a person doubts with an honest attitude, he will find that there is an answer to all problems and questions concerning the Word of God.

Elijah had been replaced by Elisha. And Elisha in many respects was greater than Elijah. Now, this statement will no doubt come as a surprise to many, who consider that Elijah was one of the greatest prophets, and possibly one of the witnesses who will one day return to earth during the tribulation, as we see in Revelation chapter 11. Also, if you want to compare these two men according to the miracles they did, you will have to come to the conclusion, that Elisha did more miracles than Elijah did. Elijah was the man to be exposed to the public. Elisha was the one who personally served individuals. His ministry, which unfolded mainly in this area, was not as exciting and dramatic as Elijah's. You will also note that Elisha was a gentle and mild man, in contrast to Elijah.

Elisha, at the beginning of his ministry, was still a young man. Let us note now that at the time of this incident he was returning from beyond the Jordan River, where Elijah had been caught up to heaven in a chariot of fire. News of this event had already spread rapidly throughout that region. By the time Elisha returned from Bethel, there were already many who knew what had happened.

Now, "Bethel" means "house of God”. It was first mentioned by Abraham, and then by Jacob. Bethel, however, did not continue to exist in conformity with its name. Let us remember that at the time of the division of the kingdom, Jeroboam placed one of the golden calves at Bethel, so that the people could worship there and thus no longer had to go up to Jerusalem to worship. Also at Bethel there was a school for false prophets. Of course, it was only an imitation of the school of the prophets in Judah. But, it was in this environment that the young men of Bethel were raised. They were ungodly, unbelieving and had no preparation. There was no discipline in their homes. We believe that Bethel was very similar to any of the great cities of today, where there is an almost total indifference or hostility towards God and the knowledge of His will. So, let us remember that Elisha was on his way to Bethel. Let's read this verse 23 of chapter 2 of the Second Book of Kings:

"Then Elisha went out from there to Bethel. He was going up the road, when some boys came out of the city and mocked him, saying, 'Come up, you baldheaded man! Come up, you baldheaded man!"

It is obvious here that some of the boys had left the city. Now, the accepted opinion by many who read this passage is that these were very
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