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    ‘With remarkable courage, insight and access Mark Shaw takes you into the darkest corners of the ganglands, guiding you through safe houses, clandestine arms cache handovers and encounters with hitmen and informed insiders. He acts as a cicerone through the spiderweb of the gangs of the Cape Flats, the taxi violence of KwaZulu-Natal and the corridors of police power, providing context, nuance and the history of how we came to this point, with the streets ablaze with gunfire. This is a riveting story about how first as a trickle, then as a flood, police weapons flowed into the hands of gangsters and ended in bloodshed. Shaw describes how the guns gave the gangs life as hitmen were ready to pull the triggers over and over again with scant regard for the human cost. It will terrify you but it’s a story you must know.’ 

  


  
    – Mandy Wiener, author of Killing Kebble and The Whistleblowers


    ‘Mark Shaw’s finger is on the trigger. Target: the complex criminal economy. And Shaw is a deadly marksman. So enthralling you would be forgiven if you thought time had stopped’. 

  


  
    – Vusi Pikoli, former head of the National Prosecuting Authority

  


  
    


    To the children caught in the crossfire


    In memory of Dimitri Vlassis, 1959–2019 

  


  
    


    ‘The trouble was that South Africa was anything but normal, it was never much of a mother, and its name on the map of Africa provoked more questions than answers. Where did it begin and where did it end? Which bits of it were “ours”, and which bits of it were “theirs”? When you looked hard at the map, it seemed to be a matter not of geography but of guns.’


    – Christopher Hope, The Café de Move-on Blues: In Search of the New South Africa. London: Atlantic Books, 2018, 120. 


    ‘The Badlands is awash with guns – 32s, 45s, Mauser Red 9s … they seep in, changing hands for just a few dollars, with ammo for cents; where they all come from is a mystery. A gun now costs the same as a catty of rice. Food inflation; firearms deflation – that’s the Badlands’ law of supply and demand.’


    – Paul French, City of Devils: A Shanghai Noir. London: Riverrun, 2018, 217.

  


  
    


    NOTES


    
      PREFACE


      1Zeederberg was by all accounts one of the most skilled and resourceful individuals in the employ of the South African arms industry. He was reputed to spend hours on the factory floor inspecting production and interacting with technicians. It was his efforts that were to make the Z88 a long-enduring firearm. The Beretta 92F was re-engineered by Lyttelton Engineering to a high standard. Lyttelton would eventually make the pistols available to the commercial market too, with the Z88 also forming the basis for a better and highly successful follow-on series, the SP, and a compact version called appropriately the Baby Z. A small number of cosmetic changes were introduced in the design, but the Z88 was essentially a sophisticated, durable and high-quality copy of the Beretta.

    


    
      2The best overview of the history of the Z88 is in C Lotter (ed.), Firearms Developed and Manufactured in Southern Africa 1949–2000: A Reference Guide by the Pretoria Arms and Ammunition Association. Pretoria: PAAA, 2017, 89–125.

    


    
      3Laher is currently facing charges but has denied guilt.

    


    
      4A copy of the video is in the author’s possession. It may be found online at https://vimeo.com/86853059.

    


    
      5These numbers have changed over time as the court case against Prinsloo has proceeded. The numbers here are taken from an affidavit, JV10 of 3 October 2016, in the case of POPCRU, Vearey and Jacobs vs the Minister of Police and others, case number C671/2016.

    


    
      6The police shootings at Marikana, for example, resulted in the deaths of 34 people. The comparison is not intended to detract from the impact of the massacre at Marikana, but only to show how deadly the theft and sale of police firearms have been.

    


    
      7R Matzopoulos et al. A retrospective time trend study of firearm and non-firearm homicide in Cape Town from 1994 to 2013, South African Medical Journal, 108, 3 (2013), 197–204.

    


    
      8BBC News, South Africa crime: Can the country be compared to a ‘war zone’?, 18 September 2018, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-45547975. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) has an online database of homicide statistics by city. When comparing Cape Town’s homicide numbers with those of other cities which are in non-conflict zones but notorious for violence, it is evident that Cape Town is among the most dangerous cities. See UNODC, Global study on homicide, 2019, https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/global-study-on-homicide.html. The book explores this issue later.

    


    
      9Interview with Dale Michler, former subcontractor to Netstar vehicle tracking, Johannesburg, 21 November 2019.

    


    
      10As an illustration, and for recent cases, see: N Seleka, Two JMPD officers and a police constable among five suspects arrested for armed robbery, News24, 28 November 2019, https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/two-jmpd-officers-and-a-police-constable-among-five-suspects-arrested-for-armed-robbery-20191128; Staff reporter, Cops bust two Cape men for stolen furniture, appliances worth R72 000, IOL, 23 December 2019, https://www.iol.co.za/capeargus/news/cops-bust-two-cape-men-for-stolen-furniture-appliances-worth-r72-000-39664972; ANA reporter, Three arrested for illegal firearms as crackdown on Mitchells Plain continues, IOL, 17 December 2019, https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/western-cape/three-arrested-for-illegal-firearms-as-crackdown-on-mitchells-plain-continues-39345969.

    


    
      11This was mentioned by serving and retired police officers in the course of researching the book.

    


    
      12See, for example, Police bust four suspects in Krugersdorp for illegal mining and possession of unlicensed firearms, iReport South Africa, 3 October, 2019, https://ireportsouthafrica.co.za/2019/10/03/police-bust-four-suspects-in-krugersdorp-for-illegal-mining-and-possession-of-unlicensed-firearms/.

    

  


  
    CHAPTER 1


    
      1This is the groundbreaking study of organised crime in Chicago by John Landesco published in 1929, cited in V Ruggiero, Understanding Political Violence: A Criminological Analysis. Maidenhead: Open University Press, 2006, 74.

    


    
      2M Wiener, Ministry of Crime: An Underworld Explored. Johannesburg: Pan Macmillan, 2018, 393.

    


    
      3N Prince, Alleged gang boss shot in arm, leg, IOL, 10 May, 2013, https://www.iol.co.za/news/alleged-gang-boss-shot-in-arm-leg-1513702.

    


    
      4The best record of this important period in gang evolution is from the well-informed Irvin Kinnes. See I Kinnes, From urban street gangs to criminal empires: The changing face of the gangs in the Western Cape, Institute for Security Studies, June 2000, https://issafrica.s3.amazonaws.com/site/uploads/Mono48.pdf.

    


    
      5These attempts to build a united gang boss front are fascinating, and Stanfield was key. See W Schärf and C Vale, The firm – organized crime comes of age during the transition to democracy, Social Dynamics, 22, 2 (1996), 30–36.

    


    
      6See R-L Francke, LOOK: Alleged gang kingpin dishes out money to community, IOL, 18 April 2017, https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/western-cape/look-alleged-gang-kingpin-dishes-out-money-to-community-8703134.

    


    
      7Murder of Cape Town gang leader Rashied Staggie brings an uneasy peace as assassination theories abound, Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime, Risk Bulletin of the Civil Society Observatory of Illicit Economies in Eastern and Southern Africa, March–April 2020, https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/RB6.03.04.web_.pdf.

    


    
      8Hassan’s sister was quoted in F Villette and D Adriaanse, Lawyer Hassan laid to rest, IOL, 8 November 2016, https://www.iol.co.za/capetimes/news/lawyer-hassan-laid-to-rest-2088194

    


    
      9Interview with Noorudien Hassan’s mother and brother in Cape Town in August 2018.

    


    
      10L Brolen, D Wilson and E Yardley, Hitmen and the spaces of contract killing: The doorstep hitmen, Journal of Investigative Psychology and Offender Profiling, 13 (2016), 220–221.

    


    
      11I was a young recruit to the national Secretariat for Safety and Security at the time. I was tasked with following up and reporting on police successes in the investigations.

    


    
      12This statement is consistent with interview material provided by several gang members and leaders about PAGAD. In this case, the interview was conducted in Mitchells Plain in July 2018.

    


    
      13There do not appear to be any media reports of this incident. Given the volume of police activity and crime on the Cape Flats, this is perhaps no surprise.

    


    
      14Personal communication, Cape Town, September 2018.

    

  


  
    
      CHAPTER 2


      1D Middleton and M Levi, Let sleeping lawyers lie: Organized crime, lawyers and the regulation of legal services, British Journal of Criminology, 55 (2015), 647–668.

    


    
      2L-A Daniels, Who was Pete Mihalik?, IOL, 30 October 2018, https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/western-cape/who-was-pete-mihalik-17698131.

    


    
      3‘Drip by drip, the rock of their integrity is eroded away’ by the lure of drug money, concluded an authority on the issue. See S Taylor, Criminal lawyers and lawyers who turn criminal, The New York Times, 19 March 1985, https://www.nytimes.com/1985/03/19/us/criminal-lawyers-and-lawyers-who-turn-criminal.html. A former Cape Town defence lawyer, now a prosecutor, told a Global Initiative conference in Cape Town in November 2019: ‘When I started out, I was a criminal defence attorney and I worked for gangsters and even competing gangsters. Often we would get paid off the books. We were on a sort of retainer for them, that if they got caught we would have to get out of our pjs in the middle of the night to go bail them out. And they paid you well for it. But I couldn’t do that forever because they are difficult to work with and demanding.’

    


    
      4See, for example, the case of Dutch lawyer Evert Hingst, covered in H Nelen and F Lankhorst, Facilitating organized crime: The role of lawyers and notaries, in D Siegel and H Nelen, Organized Crime: Culture, Markets and Policies. New York: Springer, 2008, 127–143.

    


    
      5A Hyman and P Nombembe, Shot Cape Town lawyer ‘died because he failed to deliver’, Times Live, 9 December 2019, https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2019-12-09-shot-cape-town-lawyer-died-because-he-failed-to-deliver/; on the murder of Advocate Vernon Jantjies, see also P Nombembe, Lawyers are under siege: Friend of advocate gunned down in Cape Town, Times Live, 2 December 2019, https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2019-12-02-lawyers-are-under-siege-friend-of-advocate-gunned-down-in-cape-town/.

    


    
      6See Violence aimed at lawyers threatens to undermine the criminal-justice system in South Africa, Risk Bulletin of the Civil Society Observatory of Illicit Economies in Eastern and Southern Africa, Issue 7, April–May 2020, https://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/GI-Risk-Bulletin-007-04May1845-proof-5.pdf.

    


    
      7Section 252A of the Act provides that the police ‘may make use of a trap or engage in an undercover operation’, the evidence from which would be admissible in court if a number of conditions are met. Among these are whether permission had been sought and obtained, whether the crime was of a serious nature and the ‘degree of persistence’ of the state in attempting to persuade someone to engage in the crime.

    


    
      8C Dolley, The Enforcers: Inside Cape Town’s Deadly Nightclub Battles. Johannesburg: Jonathan Ball Publishers, 2019, 82.

    


    
      9It is still a little unclear exactly what was found. References are made to an ‘investigation diary’, ‘documents’ and ‘records’. I have used material here from an interview with a senior police officer and someone close to Hassan. For press coverage, there is a good summary in C Dolley, ‘EXCLUSIVE: Confidential info leak in stolen cop guns case involving 3 028 dockets’, News24, 26 May 2017, https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/exclusive-confidential-info-leak-in-stolen-cop-guns-case-involving-3-028-dockets-20170526.

    


    
      10I am joined in this opinion by several senior gang bosses who provided their views on the likely culprits.

    


    
      11Interview with Yaseen Hassan, 16 August 2018, Cape Town. Interestingly, Nafiz Modack also claimed in 2018 that Vearey had been behind the murder of Hassan, but for different reasons. See C Dolley, The Enforcers: Inside Cape Town’s Deadly Nightclub Battles. Johannesburg: Jonathan Ball Publishers, 2019, 83.

    


    
      12G Serra, China Town guard killed for his gun, Daily Voice, 7 November 2016, https://www.dailyvoice.co.za/news/western-cape/china-town-guard-killed-for-his-gun-6618422.

    


    
      13See M Duval, ‘Closet killer’ gets 30 years for murder and robbery spree, IOL, 5 March 2020, https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/western-cape/closet-killer-gets-30-years-for-murder-and-robbery-spree-44167323.

    


    
      14See, for example, M Duval, ‘Closet killer’ robbed me, Daily Voice, 24 August 2018, https://www.dailyvoice.co.za/news/western-cape/closet-killer-robbed-me-16714735.

    


    
      15As the sentences will run concurrently, Haywood will effectively serve a 30-year sentence. See M Duval, ‘Closet killer’ gets 30 years for murder and robbery spree, IOL, 5 March 2020, https://www.iol.co.za/news/south-africa/western-cape/closet-killer-gets-30-years-for-murder-and-robbery-spree-44167323.

    

  


  
    
      CHAPTER 3


      1This data was compiled by researchers at the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime, drawing on interviews with gang members, community members and police across the Cape Flats.

    


    
      2The figure of 100 000 was given during several interviews with SAPS representatives and matches the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime’s calculations of gang membership numbers.

    


    
      3See https://vimeo.com/86853059 A copy of the video is also in the author’s possession.

    


    
      4AmaBhungane, Zuma’s ‘deal’ with Cape gang bosses, Mail & Guardian, 20 November 2015, https://mg.co.za/article/2015-11-20-00-zumas-deal-with-cape-gang-bosses/.

    


    
      5Interviews, people close to the gang and the family, August 2019.

    

  


  
    
      CHAPTER 4


      1See the 5 March 2011 post at https://bruindamaged.wordpress.com/.

    


    
      2Based on legal advice at the time, we did not name him directly. See M Shaw and K Thomas, Ending the cycles of violence: Gangs, protest and response in Western Johannesburg, 1994–2019, Global Initiative against Transnational Organized Crime, 2019, https://globalinitiative.net/gang-cycles-johannesburg/.

    


    
      3While it was reported in the media that Boonzaaier himself was subsequently shot and killed hours after Staggie, he is, at the time of writing, still very much alive.

    


    
      4C Dolley, The Enforcers: Inside Cape Town’s Deadly Nightclub Battles. Johannesburg: Jonathan Ball Publishers, 2019, 30.

    


    
      5Personal communication, senior member of an organised criminal group with good knowledge of these activities, November 2020.

    


    
      6Cape gangster gets VIP invite to Zuma’s party, News24, 27 April 2014, https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/Politics/Cape-gangster-gets-VIP-invite-to-Zumas-party-20140427 Accessed 16 January 2020.

    


    
      7C Dolley, EXCLUSIVE: Duduzane Zuma’s mystery meeting with underworld figure Nafiz Modack, News24, 10 January 2018, https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/exclusive-duduzane-zumas-mystery-meeting-with-underworld-figure-nafiz-modack-20180110.

    


    
      8N Jele, Businessman Mark Lifman loses SCA appeal bid in tax row with SARS, News24, 1 March 2020, https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/businessman-mark-lifman-loses-sca-appeal-bid-in-tax-row-with-sars-20200301.

    

  


  
    
      CHAPTER 5


      1SAPS Annual Report 2006/2007.

    


    
      2Ministerial answer in Parliament, April, 2010.

    


    
      3Something seems seriously wrong with SAPS firearms data management. The figures for Gauteng for the year 2010/11 show 1 344 SAPS firearm losses. The national figure provided for the same year is 1 355. The same applies in the following year, 2012/13: the figure for Gauteng is 840, while the total SAPS firearms reported as lost for the year was 834. At first, the SAPS Annual Report for 2012/13 suggested 2 200 police firearms were lost or stolen, but this was adjusted down to 834 in the following year’s report. According to data released by the police under a Promotion of Access to Information Act request by AfriForum, the SAPS could not account for 7 829 police issue firearms between 2009 and 2014. For the same period, the figures of lost or stolen SAPS firearms in the official data show just under 1 000 more firearms, at 8 662.

    


    
      4If a police officer was transferred from one station to another, the officer would take the firearm with him or her, although, in theory at least, it seems that they should have left it at the station where they had worked. An audit would have shown that firearm to be missing or unaccounted for, and the firearm would have been recorded as such. The figures from 2011 show only those firearms officially reported as stolen or lost.

    


    
      5In Jacomina van Niekerk’s detailed study of three stations, approximately 40 per cent of all incidents could be regarded as negligent, with the rest classified as a result of ‘unlawful acts perpetrated against’ police officers. However, Van Niekerk concludes that ‘these figures should be treated with caution, as there are indications that members are often untruthful about the circumstances under which they lose their firearms.’ See J F van Niekerk, Control of state firearms by members of the South African Police Service in three cluster areas in Gauteng, thesis submitted in partial fulfilment of the requirements for Magister Technologiae: Policing, Tshwane University of Technology, 2017, 88.

    


    
      6Ibid., 109.

    


    
      7Ibid., 146.

    


    
      8It should be noted that this percentage does not refer to the same set of firearms: those guns being recovered in a specific period were not necessarily lost in the same period. During this period, 3 841 police-issue firearms were reported as lost or stolen, and 688 were recovered. The 66 per cent recovery rate for civilian guns announced by the police can be tested by looking at those year-by-year figures that the police have provided on civilian gun recoveries. Numbers for civilian firearms lost and stolen, combined with a number for recoveries (again, to emphasise, these are not necessarily the same firearms, but year-by-year corresponding totals), are available for four recent years (2013/14, 2014/15, 2015/16 and 2017/18). Over those four years, a total of 28 471 civilian guns were reported as lost or stolen, and 16 947 were recovered. That is a recovery rate of some 60 per cent: below what the police reported, but still high.

    


    
      9From figures provided by the SAPS, the number of individual guns reported as stolen by police officers was 27 128 over the period from 2001 to the end of the 2017/2018 financial year. According to numbers reported to the Small Arms Survey, the service owns 258 066 guns (see A Karp, Estimating global law enforcement firearms numbers, briefing paper. Geneva: Small Arms Survey, June 2018). So that is around 10 per cent, assuming the number of guns that the SAPS owned remained relatively constant.

    


    
      10This point was raised in several interviews but there is no clear evidence that he did so.

    


    
      11Just how hard it is to get an accurate sense of what may have gone missing from SAP 13 stores is illustrated by the complicated way such thefts are recorded. If a theft of a firearm from the stores is detected, then a case of ‘theft of firearm’ is opened in the Crime Administration System and a docket opened by an investigating officer. There is no reference in the electronic system to the fact that the firearm was stolen from police custody itself (this would require a specific crime code), so there is no way of determining which police stations, for example, showed the greatest problems.

    


    
      12Laher has denied the charges and his case is still pending.

    


    
      13The phrase was used in several interviews with gang members who had knowledge of the gun transfers.

    

  


  
    
      CHAPTER 6


      1The community activist in question is very well informed and reliable. Personal communication, 2018 and 2019.

    


    
      2Laher’s alleged involvement is consistent with evidence presented during his ongoing trial. Laher has denied the allegations, saying he was targeted because of his love of weaponry and hunting.

    


    
      3SAPS statistics show that, nationally, in 2007/08, there were 13 335 cases of illegal possession of firearms and ammunition. This had increased to 16 134 ten years later. The rate of increase is lower in the Western Cape, but still present, from 2 299 cases in 2007/08 to 2 929 in 2016/17. There is also a notable jump in the numbers in 2010/11, with 2 886 cases.

    


    
      4A D Emmert, G Penly Hall and A J Lizotte, Do weapons facilitate adolescent delinquency? An examination of weapon carrying and delinquency among adolescents, Crime & Delinquency, 64, 3 (2018), 355.

    


    
      5Interview with a senior executive responsible for mine security and formerly a state security official, Johannesburg, November 2019; interview with a private security manager involved in vehicle tracking and armed response, Johannesburg, November 2019.

    


    
      69,5m rounds of SAPS ammunition lost in six years – Pieter Groenewald, PoliticsWeb, 11 August 2019, https://www.politicsweb.co.za/politics/95-million-rounds-of-ammunition-lost-in-six-years-.

    


    
      7A Plüddermann, B Myers and C Parry, Surge in treatment admissions related to methamphetamine use in Cape Town, South Africa: Implications for public health, Drug and Alcohol Review, 27, March 2008, 185.

    


    
      8S Haysom, Hiding in plain sight: Heroin’s stealthy takeover of South Africa and what to do about it, ENACT, April 2019, https://enactafrica.org/research/policy-briefs/hiding-in-plain-sight-heroins-stealthy-takeover-of-south-africa.

    


    
      9See the numbers and explanation in A Kriegler and M Shaw, A Citizen’s Guide to Crime Trends in South Africa. Johannesburg: Jonathan Ball, 2016, 178–179.

    


    
      10It should be noted that calculating murder rates gets difficult at local station level, because the census boundaries don’t match the police station boundaries. For the areas included (Manenberg, Delft and Elsies River) where the policing boundaries were bigger than the census boundaries, the populations of the additional surrounding neighbourhoods (which weren’t included in the census boundaries) were added to make the population match that of the jurisdiction of the policing boundaries. Population numbers are based on the most recent census of 2011.

    


    
      11The BBC has done a useful fact check on the subject. See South Africa crime: Can the country be compared to a ‘war zone’?, BBC News, 18 September 2018, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-45547975.

    


    
      12These numbers are from the official SAPS crime statistics reports per station area.

    


    
      13Based on a detailed review of crime statistics per station area across the Cape Flats.

    


    
      14This is a theme that emerges from multiple interviews, including with parents of children who have been killed.

    


    
      15A Braga and P Cook, The association of firearm caliber with likelihood of death from gunshot injury in criminal assaults, JAMA Network Open, 1, 3 (27 July 2018), 1–10.

    


    
      16This data is from a presentation given by Bronwen Davies of the Division of Forensic Medicine and Toxicology at the University of Cape Town at the Safety and Violence Initiative Conference, Preventing Violence and Promoting Safety in Fragile and Insecure Environments, Cape Town, 27–28 November 2017.

    


    
      17See, for example, N Campbell, J Colville, Y van der Heyde and A van As, Firearm injuries to children in Cape Town, South Africa: Impact of the 2004 Firearms Control Act, South African Journal of Surgery, 51, 3 (August 2013), 92–96. Data for 2007 appears to be consistently low, with an increase thereafter.

    


    
      18The study noted in its conclusion, however, that an upswing was occurring. See R Matzopoulos et al, Where have all the gun deaths gone?, South African Medical Journal, 106, 6 (June 2016), 589–591.

    


    
      19R Matzopoulos et al, A retrospective time trend study of firearm and non-firearm homicide in Cape Town from 1994 to 2013, South African Medical Journal, 108, 3 (March 2018), 201.

    


    
      20The data is from A Wichers, Firearm fatalities examined at Salt River medico-legal laboratory in 2009 and their investigative outcome by 2014, thesis submitted to the University of Cape Town in partial fulfilment of MPhil in biomedical forensic science, February 2016.

    

  


  
    
      CHAPTER 7


      1A Faull, Police Work and Identity: A South African Ethnography. Oxford: Routledge, 2018.

    


    
      2In the High Court of South Africa in the matter between Irshad Laher and the Director of Public Prosecutions, Western Cape: The Respondent’s Heads of Argument in Opposition to an Interlocutory Application for Access to Police Dockets, case No: CC 21/2016, 14 November 2019, 2.

    


    
      3Details of Jeremy Vearey’s career can be found in several places, but a good overview is in his own affidavit to the Labour Court, in the matter between the Prison and Police Civil Rights Union and others and the Minister of Police and others, sworn on 3 October 2016.

    


    
      4A Hyman, Suspected underworld boss accuses would-be top cop of asking for bribes, Sunday Times, 13 October 2019, https://www.timeslive.co.za/sunday-times/news/2019-10-13-listen-suspected-underworld-boss-accuses-would-be-top-cop-of-asking-for-bribes/.

    


    
      5T Simpson, Umkhonto We Sizwe: The ANC’s Armed Struggle. Cape Town: Penguin Random House South Africa, 2016.

    


    
      6AC/99/0027, Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Amnesty Committee, Application in Terms of Section 18 of the Promotion of National Unity and Reconciliation Act No. 24 of 1995, Jeffrey Theodore Benzien, Applicant (AM 5314/97), Decision.

    


    
      7Some details of Peter Jacobs’s career are to be found in the Khayelitsha Commission evidence. See Commission of Inquiry into Allegations of Police Inefficiency in Khayelitsha and a Breakdown in Relations Between the Community and Police in Khayelitsha Phase One, Major General Peter Jacobs, 6007–6355 of Commission transcript, 28 March 2014.

    


    
      8Q Myala, Zille arrest claims nonsense, says Vearey, IOL, https://www.iol.co.za/news/zille-arrest-claims-nonsense-says-vearey-2079344.

    


    
      9J Vearey, Jeremy Vannie Elsies. Cape Town: Tafelberg, 2018, 1.

    


    
      10Affidavit, Jeremy Alan Vearey, In the Labour Court of South Africa, Cape Town, in the matter between the Prison and Police Civil Rights Union et al and the Minister of Police, sworn on 3 October 2016, 10.

    


    
      11For example, senior SAPS investigator Charl Kinnear, testified in court during a bail application for Modack between December 2017 and February 2018, that Modack had identified Tiyo as a senior police officer who could “sort it out” when he had problems. See C Dolley and S Sole, SAPS Wars part 1: The blurry blue line between the cops and the Cape underworld, amaBhungane, 4 March 2019, https://amabhungane.org/stories/saps-wars-part-1-the-blurry-blue-line-between-the-cops-and-the-cape-underworld/

    


    
      12C Dolley, Exclusive: Duduzane Zuma’s mystery meeting with underworld figure Nafiz Modack, News24, 10 January 2018, https://www.news24.com/SouthAfrica/News/exclusive-duduzane-zumas-mystery-meeting-with-underworld-figure-nafiz-modack-20180110.

    


    
      13Interview with Noorudien Hassan’s brother, Cape Town, July 2017.

    


    
      14Sworn statement of Clive Joseph Ontong (labelled JV10) attached to court documents in the Labour Law case between Vearey and Jacobs and the SAPS, 13 September 2016.

    

  


  
    
      CHAPTER 8


      1The SAPS’ strategic vision and mission to ‘prevent and combat crime’ can be found in the organisation’s 2020-2025 Strategic Plan, https://www.saps.gov.za/about/stratframework/strategic_plan/2020_2021/saps_strategic_plan_2020to2025.pdf.

    


    
      2Police investigators did not say this directly, but in interviews I was left with the impression that Naidoo must have been providing information before Prinsloo’s arrest.

    


    
      3See the references in A Kirsten, Simpler, better, faster: Review of the 2005 firearms amnesty, Institute for Security Studies Paper 134, April 2007.

    


    
      4Amnesty nets mostly legal guns, News24, 17 January 2005, https://www.news24.com/News24/Amnesty-nets-mostly-legal-guns-20050117

    


    
      5Personal communication, Jenni Irish-Qhobosheane, researcher, May 2020.

    


    
      6The way in which police officers join the SAPS as a way to achieve upward mobility, both for themselves and their families, is conveyed in Andrew Faull’s Police Work and Identity: A South African Ethnography. Oxford: Routledge, 2018.

    


    
      7The 2020 pre-tax annual salary for a police colonel was in the region of R840 000 (correspondence with SAPS human-resources officer, 17 August 2020).

    


    
      8Interview with Martin Hood, Johannesburg, December 2019.

    


    
      9The bail was set at R5 000, which seems very low under the circumstances.

    


    
      10Quoted in M Mortlock, WC community pickets against alleged gun peddlers, EWN, https://ewn.co.za/2016/05/20/WC-community-pickets-against-alleged-gun-peddlers-outside-court.
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