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1.  ​Foreword
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Bangladesh's Spectacular Implosion?: Bangladesh Students Revolution? Revisionist Politics Next? Vicious Circle Of Violence?

What have they done to Bangladesh?

Why misfortunes after misfortunes?

Whose fault was it?

Was the student revolution helpful or harmful?
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2.  ​Bloody History
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Bangladesh was originally East Pakistan in an independent Islamic Pakistan that resulted with the independent majority Hindu India from the seriously flawed partition of British India in 1947.

This badly managed partition by the British colonial authority in 1947 in the wake of the global decolonization drive was the basic cause of the terrible conflict situation in South Asia today, with Pakistan pitted against India in endless conflicts.

From the beginning, there was great inequity between the geographically separate and ethnically different West and East Pakistans in an artificially created independent Pakistan.

And as a result of this, different politics of post-independence Pakistan evolved to become a vicious confrontation between the Punjabi dominated West Pakistan and the Bengalese dominated East Pakistan.

By 1971, there were open bloody conflicts and civil war, resulting in the breakaway of East Pakistan, supported militarily by India, to become independent Bangladesh.
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3.  ​From Ruins
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From the ruins of the terrible war of liberation from Pakistan in 1971, Bangladesh has had to rebuild itself as a new independent nation in a depressed and swampy geographical region.

Bangladesh was first ruled by its victorious revolutionary leader Sheikh Rahman.

But mismanagement and famine soon led to Sheikh Rahman imposing an authoritarian rule.

In August 1975, he was assassinated in a military coup, and his associate General Zia Rahman was arrested.

By 1975, a soldier and public uprising on 7 November 1975, had freed Zia from captivity and restored him to the position of Chief of Staff.

General Zia then became President in April 1977 after a national referendum endorsed his rule.

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

4.  ​The 1979 Election
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In 1978, Zia founded the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) and organized a general election the following year, which legitimized his rule and transferred power from the military to a civilian government under his presidency.
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5.  ​The 1981 Coup
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Zia remained president until his assassination during an attempted military coup in May 1981.

His widow, Khaleda Zia (often referred to simply as Zia or Begum Zia) then rose to prominence and became the Prime Minister of Bangladesh by taking over the leadership of BNP.  

She then led the movement to restore parliamentary democracy in Bangladesh.
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6.  ​Economic Development
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Bangladesh's economic development first started with its industrialization in the clothing industry.

The Ready-Made Garment (RMG) industry took root in the late 1970s and flourished throughout the 1980s to become a primary growth engine.

Bangladeshis also started to work overseas, especially in the Gulf countries, and repatriated their earnings.

Wide-ranging economic liberalization and trade reforms in the early 1990s provided a major boost. During this period, GDP growth stabilized and began to consistently outpace previous decades.

Since 2000, Bangladesh has been among the fastest-growing economies globally. It maintained an annual GDP growth rate of 6–7% for much of the last 20 years, even crossing the 8% mark in 2019 just before the global covid pandemic.

Remarkable progress in microfinance (led by NGOs like Grameen Bank), female education, and infant mortality reduction has outshined regional neighbors.
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7.  ​Riverine Country  
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Bangladesh is a riverine country dominated geographically by a great river and many tributaries and distributaries.

Its main great river comes from the north from India's Brahmaputra river, which derived originally from the Yarlung Tsangbo river in Tibet, China.

Jamuna River 

After entering north Bangladesh, the great river is known as the Jamuna river. 

Padma River 

Jamuna is then joined by the Ganges from the west to become the Padma river.

Lower Meghna River 

Padma then flows south to join the Meghna river from the east to become the Lower Meghna river, to flow south, through an extensive delta system, finally into the Bay of Bengal.
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8.  ​Bengalese Culture 
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Bengalese culture has been greatly influenced by the works of the great Bengalese polymath Rabindranath Tagore.

He was a prolific poet, writer, dramatist, musician and painter, and a Nobel laureate in Literature.

His works contributed much to literature, music, art, and education across the Indian subcontinent and the world.

Tagore was born in the time of British India in Calcutta, West Bengal, but spent a literature -productive decade in his family's ancestral estate in East Bengal, present-day Bangladesh, living often on his family's houseboat on the Padma River.

He also travelled extensively throughout the world and is probably the best known Bengalese to the world.

Tagore was a great internationalist and humanist ahead of his time. He would be extremely sad about the current state of vicious confrontational politics and artificial division in the south Asian region.
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9.  ​Climate Change 
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Climate change has had a serious effect on Bangladesh because of its riverine and low lying lands.

More frequent cyclones, monsoon rains, storm surges, high tides and the resulting flooding often created disasters and mass evacuations.
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Indeed, Bangladesh is one of the world's most vulnerable countries to natural disasters and climate change.
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