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Introduction

What is it about English rugby that unites other nations’ fans, albeit in good humour, against it? This pocket guide provides some answers as to why neutrals invariably support anyone facing the men in white.

England devised the handling game and framed its first laws, and England Rugby, the rebrand of the original Rugby Football Union, is the oldest union in the world. Which rule-taker wouldn’t relish the opportunity of teaching their rule-maker a lesson, or putting down the senior union?

But this distillation of 101 facts and stats, famous characters and matches sets out the many achievements – as well as some of the disappointments – of the national side, from taking part in the sport’s oldest international fixture (against Scotland in March 1871) to the highest score-draw in Test history (against the same adversary) that brought down the curtain on the 2019 Six Nations.

It is a collection that shows England has a rugby history to be proud of – more Championship titles, Triple Crowns and Grand Slams than any other nation, and three Rugby World Cup final appearances since the tournament began in 1987. It is a record to rightly make others jealous.

The statistics go up to 31st March, 2019
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FAMOUS FIRSTS

Rugby’s first national union

The Chinese, Greeks and Romans all had words for a pastime that passed as a rudimentary form of football, and records show that mass brawls involving rival parishes mauling for possession of a ball took place on Shrove Tuesday holidays in Britain until the early 1800s. But it was the rise of the public schools during the Victorian era that accelerated the laying down of rules that transformed mob football into more refined versions. Different schools adopted different rules but dating the exact origins of the game that evolved at Rugby School and was characterised by handling and scoring goals by kicking the ball high over a crossbar is blurred by conspiracy theory and myth. Even so, masters migrating from Rugby, as well as past pupils exporting the school’s football code to the universities and big commercial centres, made a good fist of spreading the gospel. Their evangelical work was so effective that in January 1871, 21 clubs attended a meeting called with the aim of forming a Rugby Football Union.

The historic meeting of rugby football’s first recognised union (now known as England Rugby) was held at the Pall Mall Restaurant near London’s Trafalgar Square. Eight of those founder clubs flourish to this day: Richmond, Blackheath, Harlequins, Civil Service, Guy’s Hospital, Wellington College, King’s College and St Paul’s School. And a ninth club still in membership of the union would have been founder members had not the intrepid representatives of Wasps gone to the wrong London hostelry.

The urgent business of the fledgling union involved laying down a code of playing rules and in this respect the Rugby School Laws were more or less wholly adopted. The other pressing item for the new Union to consider was responding to the challenge issued by Scottish enthusiasts for a proposed Scotland–England international match to be played under Rugby rules.
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FAMOUS FIRSTS

The youngest captain

England’s first rugby international was a 20-a-side affair staged on Edinburgh’s Raeburn Place on 27 March, 1871. They were beaten by a goal and a try to a try in the days before scoring by points, but their captain that day, Frederic Stokes of Blackheath, set a record which remarkably still holds. Stokes was 20 years and 258 days old when he led England and remains their youngest skipper in more than 145 years of Test rugby.
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Leading the rose

Including Fred Stokes’s pioneering act in 1871, 129 men have captained England in Test matches.





	Name

	First captaincy




	F Stokes

	27 Mar 1871




	AStG Hamersley

	23 Feb 1874




	HA Lawrence

	15 Feb 1875




	F Luscombe

	13 Dec 1875




	E Kewley

	5 Feb 1877




	MW Marshall

	11 Mar 1878




	FR Adams

	10 Mar 1879




	L Stokes

	2 Feb 1880




	AN Hornby

	6 Feb 1882




	ET Gurdon

	16 Dec 1882




	CJB Marriott

	2 Jan 1886




	Alan Rotherham

	8 Jan 1887




	F Bonsor

	16 Feb 1889




	AE Stoddart

	15 Feb 1890




	JL Hickson

	1 Mar 1890




	FHR Alderson

	3 Jan 1891




	SMJ Woods

	6 Feb 1892




	RE Lockwood

	6 Jan 1894




	EW Taylor

	17 Mar 1894




	F Mitchell

	14 Mar 1896




	JF Byrne

	5 Feb 1898




	Arthur Rotherham

	7 Jan 1899




	RHB Cattell

	6 Jan 1900




	J Daniell

	3 Feb 1900




	JT Taylor

	5 Jan 1901




	WL Bunting

	9 Feb 1901




	H Alexander

	11 Jan 1902




	B Oughtred

	10 Jan 1903




	PD Kendall

	21 Mar 1903




	FM Stout

	9 Jan 1904




	VH Cartwright

	2 Dec 1905




	BA Hill

	5 Jan 1907




	J Green

	9 Feb 1907




	EW Roberts

	16 Mar 1907




	TS Kelly

	1 Jan 1908




	JGG Birkett

	18 Jan 1908




	CEL Hammond

	8 Feb 1908




	LAN Slocock

	21 Mar 1908




	GHD’O Lyon

	9 Jan 1909




	R Dibble

	16 Jan 1909




	AD Stoop

	15 Jan 1910




	ER Mobbs

	3 Mar 1910




	ALH Gotley

	18 Mar 1911




	NA Wodehouse

	8 Apr 1912




	RW Poulton

	17 Jan 1914




	JE Greenwood

	17 Jan 1920




	WJA Davies

	15 Jan 1921




	LG Brown

	21 Jan 1922




	WW Wakefield

	19 Jan 1924




	LJ Corbett

	15 Jan 1927




	R Cove-Smith

	7 Jan 1928




	HG Periton

	16 Mar 1929




	JS Tucker

	22 Feb 1930




	PD Howard

	14 Feb 1931




	CD Aarvold

	21 Mar 1931




	AL Novis

	11 Feb 1933




	BC Gadney

	20 Jan 1934




	DA Kendrew

	19 Jan 1935




	HG Owen-Smith

	16 Jan 1937




	P Cranmer

	15 Jan 1938




	H Toft

	19 Mar 1938




	J Mycock

	18 Jan 1947




	J Heaton

	15 Mar 1947




	EK Scott

	3 Jan 1948




	TA Kemp

	17 Jan 1948




	RHG Weighill

	29 Mar 1948




	NM Hall

	15 Jan 1949




	I Preece

	26 Feb 1949




	VG Roberts

	20 Jan 1951




	JM Kendall-Carpenter

	10 Feb 1951




	RV Stirling

	16 Jan 1954




	PD Young

	26 Feb 1955




	E Evans

	21 Jan 1956




	J Butterfield

	17 Jan 1959




	REG Jeeps

	16 Jan 1960




	RAW Sharp

	19 Jan 1963




	MP Weston

	25 May 1963




	JG Willcox

	4 Jan 1964




	CR Jacobs

	22 Feb 1964




	DG Perry

	16 Jan 1965




	DP Rogers

	15 Jan 1966




	PE Judd

	11 Feb 1967




	CW McFadyean

	20 Jan 1968




	JRH Greenwood

	8 Feb 1969




	R Hiller

	20 Dec 1969




	RB Taylor

	18 Apr 1970




	AL Bucknall

	16 Jan 1971




	JS Spencer

	13 Feb 1971




	PJ Dixon

	26 Feb 1972




	JV Pullin

	3 Jun 1972




	FE Cotton

	18 Jan 1975




	A Neary

	15 Mar 1975




	RM Uttley

	15 Jan 1977




	WB Beaumont

	21 Jan 1978




	SJ Smith

	6 Feb 1982




	JP Scott

	5 Mar 1983




	PJ Wheeler

	19 Nov 1983




	ND Melville

	3 Nov 1984




	PW Dodge

	5 Jan 1985




	RJ Hill

	7 Feb 1987




	ME Harrison

	4 Apr 1987




	J Orwin

	23 Apr 1988




	RM Harding

	16 Jun 1988




	WDC Carling

	5 Nov 1988




	CR Andrew

	13 May 1989




	PR de Glanville

	23 Nov 1996




	J Leonard

	14 Dec 1996




	LBN Dallaglio

	15 Nov 1997




	AJ Diprose

	6 Jun 1998




	MJS Dawson

	20 Jun 1998




	MO Johnson

	14 Nov 1998




	KPP Bracken

	2 Jun 2001




	NA Back

	10 Nov 2001




	PJ Vickery

	22 Jun 2002




	JP Wilkinson

	9 Mar 2003




	DE West

	30 Aug 2003




	JT Robinson

	13 Nov 2004




	ME Corry

	12 Mar 2005




	PH Sanderson

	11 Jun 2006




	MJ Catt

	11 Mar 2007




	SW Borthwick

	10 Feb 2008




	LW Moody

	20 Mar 2010




	NJ Easter

	20 Nov 2010




	MJ Tindall

	4 Feb 2011




	CDC Robshaw

	4 Feb 2012




	DM Hartley

	23 Jun 2012




	TA Wood

	8 Jun 2013




	GT Ford

	25 Nov 2017




	OA Farrell

	10 Mar 2018
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FAMOUS CHARACTERS

Rugby’s first superstar

The first England rugby superstar was the Blackheath utility back Lennard Stokes. His international career began in 1875 when 20-a-side was the order of the day and by the time it ended six years later, teams of 15 had become firmly established. Stokes was a household name in either formation.

He used his acceleration and dodging powers to good effect in attack and was described as the longest drop-kicker in the Home Unions. Before scoring by points was introduced in the late 1880s, matches were decided on the majority of goals (converted tries or drop goals) scored. Stokes’s match-winning potential was so great that in his 12-match career the national side lost only once and his 17 conversions stood for more than a century as the England career record until overtaken by Jonathan Webb.

Arthur Guillemard, an early historian of the English game, described Stokes as the outstanding back of the late nineteenth century: “It is not too much to say that at this post his equal, either in science or play, has never been seen from the date of the foundation of the Union,” he wrote in 1892.

Stokes was appointed captain in 1880 and in his five matches

in charge never led a losing side. “He enjoyed a wonderful hold on his men,” continued Guillemard, who confirmed that his admirable play and a great reputation “naturally made him the idol of the ring”.
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