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Annual Work Review 

(Episode Five)
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“HELLO, ALLOW ME TO introduce myself.  My name is Mr. Meyers.  I am the president of the Exclusive Homeowner’s Beautification Association (EHBA).  I know you have heard of us by now.
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LET US COMPLETE THE journey with Aunt Tina to the quiet and secluded gated community located somewhere in Indiana.
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YOUR PRESENCE IS NECESSARY to enter the intriguing world of Artificial Intelligence Squirrels.
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THESE EXTRAORDINARY A.I. Squirrels are programmed mechanical devices that can imitate human intelligence and thought.  
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TO HUMANS, THEY LOOK like ordinary squirrels.  However, these robots have a unique capability of learning through simple observation.  
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IN EPISODE FIVE AUNT Tina must explain what happened at the pizza party to her co-workers.
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AUNT TINA WILL ALSO experience her highly anticipated annual work review.
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IN EPISODE SIX AUNT Tina and the A.I. Squirrel have a wild adventure at the choir rehearsal.
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WE WILL LET AUNT TINA continue to tell the story to its conclusion in her own words.”
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“THANK YOU MR. MEYERS.”
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WELL, AS YOU ALL REMEMBER, Sandy was caught speaking out loud and writing a note to me by my co-workers, Michelle, and Yolanda at the office pizza party.
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INSTEAD OF HELPING me explain to my co-workers what happened, Sandy abandoned me.  She ran into the room behind her curtain located inside the cage.  I tried to reach out to her for guidance in what to do with this situation.
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“SANDY, SANDY, COME out!”  I pleaded with Sandy to come out of her room.  Because the room was completely surrounded by the curtain, I was unable to see Sandy. 
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UNFORTUNATELY, SHE did not come out of her room. 
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I LOOKED UP AT MY BEWILDERED co-workers Michelle and Yolanda.  I couldn’t let them know that Sandy can speak, read, and write.
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I WAS DESPERATELY TRYING to come up with an explanation, but I was drawing a blank. 

I took two more bites of my pizza and drank some more pineapple juice.  Michelle and Yolanda would not go away.  
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THEY KEPT ASKING ME more questions about Sandy.

Yolanda asked, “how is it, that the squirrel can talk?”

Michelle inquired, “how can a squirrel read and write?”
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“OH, MY GOODNESS.” I thought to myself.  I tried to ignore them.  I picked up my purse and pretended that I was looking for something inside it.
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THEN, COMPLETELY OUT of nowhere, an idea came to me.  I picked up my cellphone and did a quick internet search. 

At last, I found the answer I needed to give to my co-workers.  I read the information and felt confident this would be a sufficient response.
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I LOOKED AT MY CO-WORKERS and said, “As you and I know squirrels are not capable of speaking, reading or writing English.”  I continued.
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“SQUIRRELS MAY MAKE chattering noises and screeching noises.  Squirrels sound a lot like birds.  I believe that is what you heard, right Sandy?”  I said loudly hoping she was listening to me.
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WHILE REMAINING IN her room, Sandy started making chattering noises and screeching noises like a bird.  She added some high pitch chirping melodies that sounded really nice.  I was glad she backed me up.
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I LOOKED AT MY CO-WORKERS and said, “As far as the writing goes, well, come on now.  
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DO YOU REALLY THINK that squirrels can read and write English?  That simply can’t be true.”
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YOLANDA APPEARED TO ponder my answer and then she said, “You’re right, Aunt Tina, squirrels don’t speak, read or write English.”

––––––––
[image: ]


MICHELLE LOOKED AT me as though she didn’t believe a word I said.

“Excuse me, I have to take the next customer call,” I said relieved that my phone rang.  
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THE CO-WORKERS STROLLED back to their desks as I took my next call.
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AFTER THE CALL ENDED, Sandy slowly poked her head out from her room.  She looked around to make sure the co-workers were gone. 
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SANDY CAME OUT OF THE room and in a soft voice she said, “I’m sorry for talking Aunt Tina.”
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“THAT’S OKAY, SANDY.  Thank you for backing me up with the squirrel sounds.”
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“YOU’RE WELCOME.  I’M also sorry for writing that note and blocking your cellphone number.”
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“IT WILL BE ALRIGHT, Sandy.”
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“MAY I HAVE ANOTHER slice of cheese pizza and some pineapple juice, please?”
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“SURE SANDY.” I SAID. 

After giving Sandy another slice of pizza and some pineapple juice I informed her it was time for my annual work review. 

I let her know I was expecting a raise this year.
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“PROMISE ME SANDY, YOU won’t talk or write while I’m gone.”
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“I PROMISE,” SAID SANDY as she took a sip of pineapple juice.
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I FELT CONFIDENT SANDY would keep her word, so I left her alone in the cage. 
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I ENTERED THE OFFICE of my supervisor Latonia Red.  She was sitting at her desk.  I sat down on the chair across from my supervisor.
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ON HER DESK LAID OUT in a row were different color papers.  There was a blue sheet of paper, a pink post-it note, a large stack of white papers and a yellow sheet of paper.
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AFTER EXCHANGING PLEASANTRIES, Latonia picked up the blue sheet of paper.  
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“THESE ARE YOUR CUSTOMER care call stats for the entire year.” She said.
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I WAS SO EXCITED.
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“HOW ARE MY STATS?”  I said eagerly.  I had a very big smile on my face as I waited for an answer. 
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I THOUGHT SHE WOULD go through the information on the entire sheet of paper and share my great stats with me, but instead, Latonia glanced at the blue sheet of paper for a moment, looked at me and said, “Garbage!!”
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SHE CRUMBLED UP MY customer care call stats sheet into a paper ball and threw it in the trash can. 
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“OH.” I SAID SHOCKED by her answer.  I didn’t see that coming.  The smile suddenly disappeared from my face. 
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LATONIA MOVED ON AND picked up the pink post it note.

––––––––
[image: ]


“LET’S GO OVER ALL THE things you are doing well,” Latonia said happily.
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SHE METICULOUSLY WENT over all the wonderful things I was doing well. 
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IT TOOK 1 MINUTE.
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LATONIA PUT THE PINK post-it note aside and moved on to the large stack of white papers. She struggled to pick up the huge stack of papers to place them directly in front of her to read.
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“NOW,” SHE SAID A LITTLE out of breath, “let’s go over all the things you are doing that need improvement.”

It took 3 hours.
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FINALLY, LATONIA PICKED up the last sheet of paper.  It was the yellow paper with the potential raise amount listed on it. 
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I WAS GETTING EXCITED again.  Here is the moment I’d been waiting for all afternoon.
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I QUICKLY THOUGHT ABOUT all the good things I’d done this year.
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I GOT ALONG WELL WITH my co-workers.
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I CAME TO WORK ON MOST days.

I made sure at every office pitch-in party I bought potato chips for everyone. 
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I WAS EXTRA CAREFUL to be sure to buy the potato chips that came in a can.  That way, when I opened the can of chips and ate some of them on my way to work, I could put the lid back on the can and the chips would remain fresh for everyone to enjoy.
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LATONIA INTERRUPTED my thoughts and said, “Congratulations!  You received a raise this year!”
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“YES, YES!!”  I SAID to myself filled with joy.  I took a deep breath and exhaled waiting for the good news.
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WHEN LATONIA SAID THE words, “Your raise will be ....”  A drum roll went off in my head.
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“TEN CENTS MORE AN HOUR!”  Latonia said with enthusiasm.  She moved the yellow sheet of paper directly in front of me and offered me a pen to sign it.
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I THOUGHT TO MYSELF, “10 cents? 10 cents!  I got a dime!  A dime for a raise!”  I looked at the ink pen that Latonia held out to me.
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I DIDN’T WANT TO TAKE the pen. 
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I DIDN’T WANT TO SIGN the yellow paper.  

––––––––
[image: ]


WHAT I REALLY WANTED to do was yank that pen out of her hand and throw it against the wall! 
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BUT INSTEAD, I TOOK another deep breath and exhaled.  I gently removed the pen from Latonia’s hand and signed my annual work review sheet. 
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I DIDN’T WANT TO SEEM ungrateful for the raise this year.
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I POLITELY THANKED my supervisor and headed out of the office.

––––––––
[image: ]


LATONIA SAID, “I’LL see you at church on Sunday.”

––––––––
[image: ]


“OKAY.”  I SAID BACK to her as I walked out of the office.
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WE ARE MEMBERS OF THE same church.  My supervisor, Latonia Red, is the president of the adult choir at our church.
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I AM THE CHURCH SECRETARY.
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I TRIED TO PULL MYSELF together as I walked back to my seat.

I didn’t want anyone to see my disappointment.
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THE DAY WAS SO FESTIVE with everybody enjoying the pizza party and proudly showing off their pets. 
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I TOOK MY BADGE OFF and put it inside my purse.  I felt discouraged.  I was too ashamed to tell Sandy about my raise.
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WHEN I GOT BACK TO my seat, Sandy stared closely at me; however, she didn’t say a word. My shift was over, so we headed home.
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ON THE RIDE HOME FROM work Sandy said, “Aunt Tina, let’s pick up some dinner and me, Steve and the twins will come over to visit.  The twins can watch some movies and you, me, Steve, and Courtney can play Spades.” 
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SANDY KNEW HOW MUCH I liked to play cards.

“Okay,” I said trying not to sound sad.  Unable to keep the news to myself much longer, I went on to tell Sandy what happened at my annual work review.
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“I ONLY RECEIVED A 10 cents an hour raise today, Sandy.”

––––––––
[image: ]


SANDY WAS SILENT AND looked straight ahead for a few minutes.
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THEN SHE SAID, “AUNT Tina, your official title is Soap-edee Soap Soap First Chair Customer Service Contact Center Representative Support Specialist Consultant Advisor. 
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FIRST CHAIR MEANS YOU’RE highly skilled.  I am very proud of you!”

I was surprised Sandy remembered my title.  “Thank you, Sandy!” I said feeling encouraged.
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THE A.I. SQUIRREL FAMILY came over to spend the evening with us.  We had a great time playing cards and watching movies.
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KAJANAY AND KIMEA EACH bought a box of Squirrel Scout Cookies over for dessert.  I love those twins!
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SANDY TOLD EVERYONE what had happened at my
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